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While the name has been changed to embrace a wider and more precise description of the Garden, 
it will remain in everyone’s mind and everyday language as Mt Annan Botanic[al] Garden/s, and will 
be just as easy to find with the new entrance-way off Narellan Road. 
The four birders who joined the outing had no problem getting there, even though extensive road 
works are being carried out on Narellan Road. The morning was fine and pleasant. 
 
With very little space to park just inside the entrance, I asked attendees to gather at the side of Lake 
Nadungamba which proved to be useful (and will be repeated on the 15th October when next we 
meet) as a good number of species were recorded at that spot. eBird tells us that a target of species 
reported for the Garden is 154 and I had seen a Wedge-tailed Eagle four weeks ago during my reccy. 
‘’Keep an eye on the sky’’ I advised. 
 
Between the entrance where I waited until about 8.45 am, and the lake where everyone had made a 
start, we recorded Nankeen Kestrel, Tree Martin, Red-rumped Parrot, Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, and 
Galah all checking out scarce hollows in a distant tree; White-faced Heron a species which proved to 
be rare on the day, Laughing Kookaburra, Eastern Rosella, Yellow and Yellow-rumped Thornbills, a 
pardalote species (not added to the final list) and active Australian Reed Warblers. Two Black Swans 
appeared from the reeds, but an investigation of the sandy creek running out of the lake did not 
produce the Black-fronted Dotterels I had hoped to see.   
 
An interesting find was a Satin Flycatcher in the remnant Woodland on the way to the main car park 
to secure a spot, which is necessary to do quite early. Even so we should spend more time in the 
woodland next trip. 
  
A walk along the ridge on the western side only depressed us looking at the ‘’little boxes’’ where 
once had been woodland so we headed back down toward Lake Fitzpatrick and Lake Sedgwick and 
there we enjoyed watching waterbirds busy attending to the matters of Spring. 
 
We counted four Little-pied Cormorant nests with birds incubating, an Australasian Grebe with two 
chicks cruising around a nest – finally counting another three nests with adults apparently sitting on 
eggs, a Eurasian Coot with five brand new chicks which only a mother could love (photo), a Masked 
Lapwing on a nest and one other Coot had  a nest close by. A female Satin Bowerbird flew out of the 
scrub on a small island. The breeding activity in trees and mud on that island seemed to indicate an 
awareness of the safety it offered from foxes.  
 
Large populations of Noisy Miners are a concern; Bell Miners were heard in the distance. 
We finished the day shortly after lunch with a bird list of 51 species. The Satin Flycatcher has been 
listed on Birdline and the total list is on eBird at S31806523 or type in >Mt Annan Botanical 
Gardens,> Explore Data >Explore Hotspots and click on Ian Bailey/Birding NSW 28th Sept. 2016. 



 
Eurasian Coot with two of five chicks                           photo Ian Bailey 


