
Dear Birding Colleagues,

We are privileged to welcome Research 
Professor Stephen T. Garnett of Charles 
Darwin University who will take the 
Lecture this year.

“Threatened birds in New South 
Wales - threats, knowledge, 
management and the future”

“Stephen Garnett is a conservation biologist 
from Charles Darwin University in Darwin. 
He has been working on threatened Australian 

birds for over 30 years, having 
produced the last four national 
action plans, with the latest 
appearing in 2021. His talk will consider 
the threatened birds living in New South Wales, the threats they face, 
what we know about how to manage them and the work that has 
been conducted to date.

He will then speculate on what the future might hold for the state’s 
avifauna.”
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Book Review

The Action Plan for Australian Birds 2020

Edited by Stephen T. Garnett and G. Barry Baker

CSIRO Publishing, 2021. Hardback 816 pp.  
ISBN 9781486311903. RRP AU$ 150.00.

I vividly remember receiving the weighty tome that was 
the Action Plan for Australian Birds 2000 (Garnett & 
Crowley 2000), poring through the pages, and soaking up 
the conservation assessments and directions, not just for 
threatened species, but for subspecies as well, many of 
which I was previously unaware.

The Action Plan for Australian Birds 2020 is the fourth 
instalment of a series of assessments that now span four 
decades (Garnett 1992; Garnett & Crowley 2000; Garnett 
et al. 2011). The 2010 Action Plan, published by CSIRO 
Publishing, set the format on which this 2020 version is 
based and spawned similarly arranged Action Plans for 
mammals (Woinarski et al. 2014) and lizards and snakes 
(Chapple et al. 2019).

The 2020 Action Plan documents 216 taxa that are now 
considered threatened in Australia, up from 195 in the 
2010 Action Plan and 134 in the 1990 Action Plan (Garnett 

& Baker 2021). The editors consider climate change to 
be the main driver pushing threatened birds towards 
extinction. These include well-publicised extreme events: 

The Black Summer bushfires of 2019-20 – which were 
exacerbated by climate change contributed to the listing 
of 27 birds as threatened. We estimate that in just one day 
alone – January 6, 2020 – about half the population of all 
16 bird species endemic or largely confined to Kangaroo 
Island were incinerated…

(Garnett & Baker 2021). But other impacts of climate 
change that we are currently experiencing are also threats, 
including increasing heat stress and drought for small 
populations of threatened species and loss of habitat for 
waders because of rising seas.

There is some good news. The 2020 Action Plan 
documents declines in extinction risk for 23 Australian 
bird taxa, including the Southern Cassowary Casuarius 
casuarius, because of conservation efforts over many 
years (more details on the active conservation efforts for 
many of these species can be read in Garnett et al. 2018).

Each taxon account contains the following 
information: 2020 conservation status, IUCN Red List 
criteria, Justification of status, Status trends assessed 
retrospectively in 2020, Global IUCN Red List status of 
species, EPBC Act status, Status certainty, 2010 Action 
Plan status, Current eligibility against IUCN Red List 
Criteria, IUCN Red List assessment data, Infraspecific taxa, 
Range (with map), Indigenous lands, Abundance, Ecology, 
Monitoring, Threats, Threats assessment, Conservation 
objectives, Conservation actions underway, Research 
required, Management actions required, and Bibliography, 
as well as a sketch. The tables presented (Current eligibility 
against IUCN Red List Criteria, IUCN Red List assessment 
data, and Threats assessment) interrupt the flow of text 
and are somewhat eye-glazing, but nonetheless provide 
important information.

A welcome change from past Action Plans is the use of 
full common/English names for subspecies to reflect the 
current use for so many of these taxa (see Ehmke et al. 
2018). In past Action Plans, the South-eastern Red-tailed 
Black-Cockatoo Calyptorhynchus banksii graptogyne, for 
example, would have been listed as ‘Red-tailed Black-
Cockatoo (south-east)’.

There is clearly more detail on each taxon than in 
previous Action Plans. For some lesser-known taxa (e.g. 
the Yellabinna Rufous Grasswren Amytornis striatus 
aenigma and the Cowarie Thick-billed Grasswren  
A. modestus cowarie), it is probably the most information 
yet published in any source. Articles from Australian Field 

Arnold R. McGill OAM

Date: Tuesday 6 December 2022

At: The Henry Carmichael Theatre, 
1st floor, The Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, 
280 Pitt St Sydney

Time: Meeting starts at 7.30 pm and the Lecture begins at 7.40 pm.

Bookings are essential: The seating in the Henry Carmichael Theatre can 
comfortably seat 120 persons, allowing for social spacing.

To reserve seats, please text or write to Ian Bailey:
Mobile: 0412 251 337
Email: ibails@bigpond.net.au

Bookings will be taken in order. Regular Birding NSW Members have reserved 
seating. There is no charge to Members or Non-members.

The Committee, Birding NSW inc.

We request the Pleasure of your Company to hear the Arnold McGill 
Memorial Lecture and later join us for a Christmas celebration.


