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Editorial Team: Allan Benson (0457 458 274) Wendy Mitchell (4340 4870) & Robyn Price Volume 17, No. 10
DATE ACTIVITIES LEADER/SPEAKER
25/10/22 Next Meeting: Birds of Outback Queensland Darren Earnshaw

Meet: 7.30pm Tuggerah Progress Hall, Anzac Rd, Tuggerah, opposite McDonalds

29/10/22 Outing: San Remo REMEMBER TO REGISTER Meryl Newton
Meet: 8.30am Corner of Richardson and Wills Roads, San Remo 0435 780 380
5/11/22 Breakfast with the Birds REGISTER www.cen.org.au/events 4349 4757

Meet: 8am Central Coast Wetlands, South Tacoma Road, Tuggerah

9/11/22 % day Outing: Coastal Lagoons REMEMBER TO REGISTER Frik Gautschi
Meet: 8.30am Remembrance Drive, Wamberal 0404 467 097
22/11/22 Next Meeting: Update on Devil Ark Project Tim Faulkner

Meet: 7.30pm Tuggerah Progress Hall, Anzac Rd, Tuggerah, opposite McDonalds
Note: For all Outings bring your morning tea and lunch. A chair is a good idea.

2 Tea, coffee, and biscuits  will be available at the end of the meeting.

To cover hall hire and refreshments a donation of $3 would be appreciated.

Toni ght 6s DarerBEatlshawis a keen local birder and up-and-c omi ng bird photographer.
document a trip Darren did a year or so ago to outback NSW and western Queensland. We look forward to hearing about
his trip and seeing his photographs.

Last Mont hoAveipleasing orgwvd of 31 attendees were treated to a very entertaining and informative talk by
Hunter birder and photographer - Allan Richardson - on identifying Thornbills and Fairy-wrens. Identification of these two
species is tricky particularly for the females. Allan was able to illustrate his talk with some outstanding photographs to dem-
onstrate the points of identification.

Saving Stamps: Please keep saving used stamps (on paper, trimmed) to pass to Colin Mitchell for donation to charity.

Webpage: Don 6t forget to check o uww.birbirgnsB.org.ad e th&Sidplelieaddipfaadpaut
outings, photograph gallery, and general info about the Club. Well worth a visit!

Check out Central Coast Birders on Facebook as well! It has now reached 848 members and keeps growing steadily each
month - great job Malcolm Hill! The Facebook page is a huge success allowing bird-related issues to reach over 700 peo-
ple on the Central Coast.

Total Fire Ban Days and Outings:  Outings may be cancelled on days of total fire bans. This will be determined on a case
-by-case basis and will depend on the planned birding site being accessible and the potential risk. This decision will be
made by the leader. If the outing is cancelled it will be published on Central Coast Birders Facebook. If in doubt contact the
outing leader.
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Central Coast Group, Birding NSW Photographic Competition 2022
In recognition that many of our members are primarily keen photographers, the club will be organising a bird photo-
graphic competition for 2022. Rules are as follows:

i Each person will be able to submit two photographs in each category.

i The categories are for code 1(common residents), code 2 (uncommon residents) and code 3(vagrant birds).
The list of birds will be available on our Facebook page and as well as in an email to our members. There
will be an award for each category.

Judge will be Dick Jenkin from the Hunter Bird Observers Club

Photographs must be taken in 2022 and within the Central Coast LGA. Please include the date and location
with your entry.

Entries will close on the 30" November

Winners will be announcédanemty2083ir membersoé night 24
Email entries as jpegs to Allan Benson: aejsbenson@bigpond.com

The winning photographs will be framed in A4 by Daniel McKeon.
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WHAT WAS NEW in September - October and WHAT CAN WE EXPECT in November?

There was lots of interest in the last period. Firstly, a Brolga was recorded at
Mangrove Mountain. This is only the 2™ record for the Central Coast. The
last, also, at Mangrove Mountain was in 2002. ’
The Wompoo Fruit-Dove continued to show well [#
at the Dairy until its unfortunate demise when it
flew into a window. At last, a sighting of Swift
Parrots was reported from Buff Point. This ap-

them since.

Lewinds Rails are bein
the Dairy. An interesting observation was a pair
of Noisy Pitta from a private residence on
Ourimbah Creek Road, Ourimbabh.
This shows Noisy Pitta are becoming  |' S LR
more common on the Central Coast. fTricia SWeet

Great Knot

Waders have returned with both Red
and Great Knot being reported. Great
Knot is an infrequent visitor to the
Coast.

The Spring migrants are returning on
cue with a growing list of reports
including Koel and Channel-billed Cuckoos as well as Black-f aced Monarch, Doll arbird and
Kingfisher, Leaden Flycatcher, Rufous Fantail and Brush Cuckoo.

November will see the birds in full breeding mode, so the birding should be good as long as it stops raining.

OUTING REPORTS
Campout: September 13 - 15, 2022 CUNNAMULLA Leader: Michael Scobie

The main reason for venturing into Queensland was to have access to Bowra Station, one of The Australian Wildlife
Conservancydéds many properties and a favourite of birders
days of the outing. Originally this event was to occur in September 2021 but it was stymied by Covid19 and so was de-

layed by a year. Thirty members and guests were registered and no-one pulled out, in spite of my warnings in the week

prior that the endless rain was making access unpredictable.

Dayl: As was feared, only the main access road into Bowra
Pitso, so Plan B was being rapidly formulated! We started
ishing at the |l agoon near the shearersé quarters. Sightin
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Pied Honeyeater : ; constantly, White-winged Triller, Rufous and Brown Songlarks, Budgies, Blue Bonnet, Pallid
an Mohandas ==-| Cuckoo; Crested Bellbird was heard. There was no sign of the Chestnut-crowned Babblers
® | seen the day before. The lagoon, usually a haven for many species, was uncharacteristi-

‘ cally devoid of birds apart from the many wheelmg Falry Martins and a solitary AustraIaS|an

chalrs tables, kettles and crockery. Next, we took the one road opened for us as far as the
entrance of Gravel Pit Road where it became submerged. We walked up and around the

pits, hoping to find Chestnut-breasted Quail-thrush but failed. We did find Mallee Ringneck,
Apostlebird, Rufous Whistler, an Emu, many more Fairy Martins, and a co-operative Black
Buzzard which gave us all a good view. As well, we recorded Red-c apped Robi n,
Parrot, and Western Gerygone.

On the way back to lunch we an
' White-winged Fairywren, Crimson Chat, Brown Treecreeper, )
Ehestriulrlimped Thornbill, Brown Quail, Red-backed King-
fisher, Black and White-fronted Honeyeaters, Splendid Fairy-
wren, and Flock Bronzewing for a lucky few. In the afternoon
we walked to the Homestead Dam seeing Southern White-
face, Singing and Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters, and a Col-
lared Sparrowhawk. Rod, the resident volunteer who took us ;
under his wing at Bowra, ran| ¢
ing Queensland records, then

digs in Cunnamulla, apart from one group staying in the
Bowra Homestead.

o O

Day 2: It had been hoped to visit Charlotte Plains Station to the east of Cunnamulla where
good birding is the norm, but alas it too was washed out and
closed, so plan C took us towards Eulo, with Brolgas seen on
the way, and a stop at Sheep Station Creek where we added
Blue-faced Honeyeater, Jacky Winter, Cockatiel, Little Eagle,
and more Crimson Chats. Further on, at Eulo Bore, we found
Black-tailed Native-hen, Mulga Parrot, Spotted Bowerbird,
Common Bronzewing and Masked and White-browed Wood-
swallow. Then it was on to Eulo for a pit-stop and morning tea.
Finding the road across the Paroo River closed by flooding, we
"5+ birded along the Eastern bank, then miraculously a Council
| fellow appeared and declared the crossing open again! So we

| were able to proceed to our next port of call 10 Km fur- |
ther on - the Mud Springs and hot Artesian waters for
which the area is well known. This is on private prop-
erty but generously open to the public. Among sightings
were Grey-crowned Babblers and again Crested Bellbirds were heard but annoy-
ingly not seen in spite of a search. We found a shady spot nearby for a welcome
lunch. In the afternoon we explored a different area near Eulo Bore, adding Chest-
nut-crowned Babbler, White-browed Woodswallow and more Crimson Chats. A pair
of Bustards was well seen on the way home.

Birdcall was at the Tourist Park camp
later dinner was enjoyed at the Warrego Hotel.

Day 3: We set off for another day at Bowra, where they had been able to open up a few more tracks for us, thank good-
ness. But alas, when almost at the entrance gates, a text arrived to say that so had the rain, and all tracks were again
closed! Stymied yet again, we slunk back to camp to devise plan D (or E or F by now!). The rain stopped by 10am, so we
went to the Cunnamulla Bushland Reserve where pleasant walkways around a mixed landscape of ponds among groves
of varied trees revealed a good variety of birds, including Double-barred and Plum-headed Finch, Reed-Warbler, White-
winged and Superb Fairy-wr en and Hor s-uckeol Adtér kinciBweavantte Alan Tannock Weir with water buck-
eting over the spillway and metres of water over the road below where we had easily driven across a few days before.
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We walked along the river bank and saw Pied, Little Pied and Great Cormorant, Darter, Great Egret, Weebill and Shining
Bronze-cuckoo. On the way home we visited the Water Treatment ponds and adjacent bushland and sand-dune, adding
Little Grassbird, Brown-headed Honeyeater, Coot, Straw-necked Ibis, and Yellow-rumped Thornbill. A final detour by
some on the way back found the Bustards again, a good finale!

Birdcall was around the campfire-cum-barbecue again, and that was that. It had been a most disrupted schedule to say
the | east, particularly being unable to access all the
thrush in particular, but everyone kept their chins up admirably, and had an enjoyable three days. Thanks to all who at-
tended and contributed. A total of 120 species were seen, and another 5 heard, a pretty good result in spite of the diffi-
cult conditions.

Thanks go to Mark and Tess McLaren who did their level best to have Bowra open for us, but were pipped at the post!

Other Outings in October:
Mooney Creek and Girrakool as well as Dooralong/Lemontree were cancelled because of wet weather.

SPECIES LIST SEPTEMBER i OCTOBER 2022
Bird names used and the order in which they occur are in accord with the IOC World Birdlist Version 11.1.2021

First Migrant arrival * Last Migrant departure ** LN = biggest number since January OW = Ovewvinter

Pheasant Coucal 1 5/10/2022 Doyalson North Meryl Newton
Channel-billed Cuckoo * 1 15/9/2022 Erina Darren Earnshaw
Channel-billed Cuckoo * 2 15/9/2022 Toukley Ave, Toukley Leeanne Lemke
Channel-billed Cuckoo * 1 20/9-2/10  Central Coast Wetlands, Tuggerah David Schuemaker
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 2 28/9-3/10  Central Coast Wetlands, Tuggerah Elizabeth Noble
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 1 2/10/2022 Doyalson North Meryl Newton
Eastern Koel * 2 17/9/2022 Bensville Nicole M

Eastern Koel * 1 20/9/2022 Doyalson North Meryl Newton
Eastern Koel AM 22/9/2022 Picnic Pt Res, The Entrance Julie Peksis

Hor sf i el dduckooBY o n z e19/9/2022 Calga Greg Miles

Owlet-Nightjar 1 29/9/2022 Doyalson North Meryl Newton
Wompoo Fruit-Dove 1 2/10/2022 Dairy Swamp CCW, Tuggerah David Schuemaker
Topknot Pigeon 3 15/9/2022 Toukley Ave, Toukley Leeanne Lemke
Topknot Pigeon 1 15/9/2022 Central Coast Wetlands, Tuggerah Georgia Mercer
Topknot Pigeon 1 24/9/2022 Marine Discovery Centre, Terrigal Jasper Oxenford
Brolga 1 8/10/2022 Tathra Taila HSD, Mangrove Mtn R. & K. Pointer
Bush Stone-curlew 2prs 30/9/2022 Kincumber Nautical Village Wendy Ridgeway
Pacific Golden Plover * 6 28/9/2022 Blue Bay Reefs Elizabeth Noble
Pacific Golden Plover * 6 3/10/2022 Karagi Point, The Entrance Andrew Robinson
Black-fronted Dotterel 2 27/9/2022 Dairy Swamp CCW, Tuggerah David Schuemaker
Lathamés SnipH 20-27/9/20 Dairy Swamp CCW, Tuggerah David Schuemaker
Great Knot * 1 20-24/9/22 Picnic Pt, The Entrance Andrew Robinson
Red Knot * 9 21-24/9/22 Picnic Pt, The Entrance Andrew Robinson
Red Knot * 6 3/10/2022 Karagi Point, The Entrance Dean Purcell
Red-necked Stint 30 25/9/2022  Soldiers Point, Norah Head Andrew Robinson
Red-necked Stint 12 3/10/2022 Karagi Point, The Entrance Dean Purcell
White-fronted Tern ** 14 25-28/9/22 Soldiers Point, Norah Head Andrew Robinson
Common Tern * 1 25/9/2022 2 on 28/9, Soldiers Point, Norah Head Dean Purcell
Wilson Storm-Petrel 2 17/9/2022 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson

Wandering (Gi

b s o n 6 K7/p/2022

bTerrigal Pelagic

Andrew Robinson

Wandering Albatross 1 17/9/2022 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson
Black-browed Albatross 1 17/9/2022 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson
White-capped Albatross 4 17/9/2022 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson

Bull er 6s Al ba4 r os s17/9/2022

Terrigal Pelagic

Andrew Robinson

Fairy Prion 1 17/9/2022 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson
Providence Petrel 20 17/9/2022 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson
Wedge-tailed Shearwater 250 17/9/2022 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson
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Short-tailed Shearwater *
Fluttering Shearwater
Hut tonods
Black-necked Stork
Intermediate Egret
Royal Spoonbill
Eastern Osprey
Eastern Osprey
Eastern Osprey
Osprey

Pacific Baza
Pacific Baza
Black-shouldered Kite
Square-tailed Kite
Brahminy Kite
Wedge-tailed Eagle
Little Eagle

Little Eagle

Brown Goshawk

Grey Goshawk

Grey Goshawk

Grey Goshawk
Southern Boobook
Southern Boobook
Southern Boobook
Sacred Kingfisher *
Rainbow Bee-eater *
Rainbow Bee-eater
Rainbow Bee-eater
Dollarbird *

Dollarbird *

Dollarbird *

Noisy Pitta

Powerful Owl

Powerful Owl

Powerful Owl

Southern Boobook
Southern Boobook
Nankeen Kestrel
Nankeen Kestrel
Nankeen Kestrel
Australian Hobby
Peregrine Falcon
Glossy Black Cockatoo
Glossy Black Cockatoo
Crimson Rosella
Southern Emu-wren
Blue-faced Honeyeater
Striated Pardalote
White-throated Gerygone*
Mangrove Gerygone
Rockwarbler

Crested Shrike-tit
Cicadabird

Rufous Whistler *
Rufous Whistler *
Rufous Whistler *

1
2

AF

17/9/2022
17/9/2022

Shea2 wat el7/9/2022

8/10/2022
19/9/2022
22/9/2022
16/9/2022
21/9-2/10
25/9/2022
2/10/2022
14/9/2022
1/10/2022
30/9-1/10
26/9/2022
3/10/2022
3/10/2022
18/9/2022
2/10/2022
14-16/9/22
2/9/2022
2/10/2022
2/10/2022
20/9/2022
20/9/2022
22/9/2022
26-28/9/22
17-20/9/22
1/10/2022
5/10/2022
17/9/202
25/9/2022
26/9/2022
8/10/2022
17/9/2022
17/9/2022
20/9/2022
25/9-4/10
5/10/2022
16-20/9/22
2/10/2022
5/10/0222
23/9/2022
18/9/2022
2/10/2022
5/10/2022
22/9/2022
18/9/2022
15/9/2022
25/9/2022
10/9/2022
27/9/2022
21/9/2022
14/9/2022
28/9/2022
12/9/2022
21/9/2022
25/9/2022

Terrigal Pelagic

Terrigal Pelagic

Terrigal Pelagic

Dairy Swamp CCW, Tuggerah
Central Coast Wetlands, Tuggerah
Fishburn Cres, Watanobbi
Terrigal Light Tower

Gosford Stadium

Spike Milligan Bridge, Koolewong
The Entrance Bridge

Dairy Swamp CCW, Tuggerah
Kingfisher Shores

Dairy Swamp CCW, Tuggerah

2 on 3/10, Wybung Head, Munmorah SCA
Wybung Head, Munmorah SCA
Wamberal Water Tower
Ourimbah Ck Rd, Ourimbah
Kincumber Broadwater

Dairy Swamp CCW, Tuggerah
Ourimbah Creek RTA, Reserve
Ourimbah Ck Rd, Ourimbah
Munmorah SCA

Jesse Hurley Dve, Erina

Terrigal

Henry Kendall Gardens, Wyoming
Dairy Swamp CCW, Tuggerah
Magenta Dunes

Bunning Creek Rd, Yarramalong
Evans Rd, Toukley at Wyrrabalong NP
3 kms offshore Terrigal

Boundary Rd, Kincumber
McPherson Rd Swamp, Tuggerah
Ourimbah Ck Rd, Ourimbah
Jilliby

Chittaway

Terrigal

Henry Kendall Gardens, Wyoming
Koolewong

The Skillion, Terrigal

Dairy Swamp CCW, Tuggerah
Norah Head Oval

Dairy Swamp CCW, Tuggerah
Ourimbah Ck Rd, Ourimbah
Mangrove Mountain

Ourimbah Ck Rd, Ourimbah
Ourimbah Ck Rd, Ourimbah

Dairy Swamp CCW, Tuggerah
Umina

North Doyalson

Calga

Carawah Reserve, West Gosford
Koolewong

Wattletree Rd, Holgate

Katandra Reserve, Matcham
Calga

Lilli Pilli Loop Tk, Wyrrabalong NP
North Doyalson

Andrew Robinson
Andrew Robinson
Andrew Robinson
David Schuemaker
Grace Bryant
Diana Hogan
Eileen Davy

Gary Jackson
Tricia Sweet
Graham Nelson
Tricia Sweet

Marj Kibby

Frank Ulrich

Mel Stratton

Mel Stratton
Ashley Mullahey
Darren Earnshaw
J. Nina Rua

David Schuemaker
Peter O6Brien
Darren Earnshaw
Mel Stretton
Malcolm Hill
Catherine Walker
Rob Montgomery
David Schuemaker
Frank Ullrick
Caroline Quilan
Leeanne Lemke
Andrew Robinson
Diane Warman
David Schuemaker
Darren Earnshaw
Joanne Hagen
Graham Nelson
Catherine Walker
Rob Montgomery
Tricia Sweet

Bill Fergusson
Paul Henson
Leeanne Lemke
Paul Fuller

Darren Earnshaw
Andrew Melville
Darren Earnshaw
Darren Earnshaw
David Schuemaker
Ken Jansen

Meryl Newton
Greg Miles

David Schuemaker
Tricia Sweet

Eileen Davy
Richard Worthy
Greg Miles

Nick Carson

Meryl Newton
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Black-faced Monarch *
Black-faced Monarch *
Leaden Flycatcher *
Leaden Flycatcher *
Leaden Flycatcher *
Fairy Martin

Australian Pipit
European Blackbird

Breeding and some other records September

1 19/9/2022
2 22/9/2022
1 28/8/2022
2 2-5/10/22
2 5/10/202
10+J 2/10/2022
2 24/9/2022
1 7/9/2022

T0O

Wattletree Rd, Holgate
Ourimbah Ck Rd, Ourimbah

Ourimbah Creek Rd, Ourimbah
Evans Rd, Toukley/Wyrrabalong NP

Kulnura

Dairy Swamp CCW, Tuggerah

Central Coast Wetlands, Tuggerah

Narara Nursery

ctober 2022

Eileen Davy
Darren Earnshaw
Darren Earnshaw
Leeanne Lemke
Anna Pillich

David Schuemaker
David Schuemaker
Colin Mitchell

Brush Turkey: nesting Wattletree Road Holgate 1/10 (EDa); Chestnut Teal: 2A+10 ducklings Ecogarden Gardens, Gos-

ford 28/9 (NRi); Other Channel -billed Cuckoos:

Swamp CCW 22/9 (PFu); Purple Swamphen:

2A+2Y Dairy

1 Kulnura 19/9 (APi) 1 Ourimbah Ck Rd Ourimbah 22/9 (DEa) 1 Terrigal
(SOxenford); Other Eastern Koels: 1 Killarney Vale 28/9 (DMcK), Kariong (DWa); Dusky Moorhen:
2A+J Dairy Swamp 28/9 (ENo); Masked Lapwing: 2A+1J Central Coast

Wetlands 14/9 (LLe) A+J Kincumber 23/9 (KJansen), 2A+3Y Tascott 9/10 (TEIl); Eastern Rosella : Pr nesting in air vent in

brick wall, Woodley Close Kariong 19/9 (CMi); Red-rumped Parrot:
Brushtail, Evans Rd Toukley 30/9 (NLo); Spotted Pardalote:

2A+N CCW 22/9-2/10 (PFu); Powerful Owl: A with
Several prs nesting Wattletree Rd, Holgate 1/10 (EDa);

Black -faced Cuckoo -Shrike: 2A+N North Doyalson 26/9 (MNe); Grey Fantail: A+N Point Clare (DLambert); Australian

Raven: A+J Birdie Beach MSCA (GMercer); Welcome Swallows:

Good birding!

CENTRAL COAST TWITCH - OCTOBER, 2022

2A+N Umina Beach Shops 12/9 (CMi).

Davi d

David Schuemaker 238 | Kaye Pointer 170 Rowena Wallace 126
Graham Nelson 226 | Julie Peksis 159 | Judy Clark 117
Dean Purcell 222 | Margaret Pointer 157 Robyn Price 116
Allan Benson 199 | Doug Hocking 147 Meryl Newton 111
Nick Carson 193 | Andrew Walker 144 David Catt 104
Carole Carpenter 188 | Gabrielle Rees 138 | Coleen Southall 90
John Carpenter 184 | Andrew Melville 138 | Graeme Catt 76
Krystyna Lonergan 184 | Paul Shelley 137 Nikola Markovina 40
Daniel McKeon 183 | Michael Scobie 136

Noel Lonergan 175 | Diana Hogan 131

Schuemakerés score of 238 continues to i mpress,

over until the 31* December, so there are still many contenders for the trophy in 2022.

BIRDATA SURVEYS YTD, September, 2022
Allan Benson 242 Nick Carson 34 Michael Scobie 24 Daniel McKeon
Graham Nelson 217 Robyn Price 34 | Doug Hocking 23 Alan Morris
David Schuemaker 120 Alan Stuart 35 [ C Clutterbuck 14
Rebecca Citroni 106 M & K Pointer 33 | Anna Pillich 13
Andrew Melville 76 Guy Dutson 31 | Frik Gautschi 10

For September, we recorded 142 surveys. An average result but wet weather has limited birding opportunities.

YTD, 1230 surveys have been completed, still well down on 2021.

par

Birdata is one way, as a birder, you can make a contribution to bird conservation We still need more observers, putting in

mor e

surveys. The

iAAl an

Morriso

Trophy for

2022 wi ||

(NB: Mogo is not in this area)

onl vy

The Twitcher

October 2022

Page6



Central Coast Group - Birding NSW

TRIP REPORT: TERRIGAL PELAGIC, SATURDAY 17TH SEPTEMBER 2022

Andrew Robinson

Departing Terrigal Haven at 6:45am we

24 nautical miles from shore. Soon after we had our first activity with some
Wedge-t ai | ed Shearwaters, Austral asi

typed6 Shearwaters starting to sho w|Petel

a Dollarbird approx. 4km from shore. We soon settled in though and other
than distant views of a Fairy Prion and Shy (White-capped) Albatross, it
was an uneventful trip to the shelf. Arriving at the shelf at 9am, we soon
had a slick in place and commenced the first of two drifts as we fired up the
burley bucket and our new Pilchard mincer. This soon attracted several
Flesh-footed Shearwater, closely followed by some very obliging Provi-
dence Petrels that put on a great show for most of the day. By mid-morning
we had our first real highlight with excellent views of a New Zealand Wan-
dering (Gibsonds) Al batr os s, -brdwedfAb r
batross and Wil sonds Storm Petrel

made a

bee | ine fo

d Providence

to the

trip
Albatross. Things soon quietened down though and, although we were kept interested by some incredibly close

passes by the five or so Providence Petrel that remained with us, it was soon time to motor back up the slick and try
something new.

w OF
ed

maicasans ¢ B
| -tapped) al on

Starting a second drift at 12pm we were soon re-joined by good numbers of Wedgies, a few Fleshies and Providence
Petrels. The highlight of the day came soon after however when we were rewarded with a stunning, probable adult
female Wandering Albatross (Diomedia exulans), which along with the earlier NZ Wandering Albatross was a new
bird for many on board. As activity again began to die down and with rain clouds fast approaching, the call was made
to head for terra firma. Soon after departing shelf waters, we had our fifth Albatross species for the day with frustrat-
We managed

ing views of a Bullerds Al batross.

we did encounter a squal/l about 12km

to avoid t

f r o m-bsotvewl arel a juMerdle  k e p

Shy Albatross were added to the trip list and we encountered several distant feeding flocks that almost certainly in-
cluded Short-tailed Shearwaters. Overall conditions were reasonable for much of the day with a small easterly swell
and moderate winds in the 10-20km range from the NW. So, after an enjoyable day on the salt that produced 13 spe-
cies of Tubenose, we arrived back at 3pm sharp and it was time for a few beers! Many thanks to those that joined us
(13 participants in total), with a special mention to Skipper and all-round legend Paul Minto and co-organiser Dean

Purcell.

TRIP LIST: Silver Gull - 5 (1), Crested Tern - 9 (4), Wilson's Storm Petrel -2 (1) ,
i 1, Wandering Albatross (probable), Black-browed Albatross - 2 (1), Shy (White-capped) Albatross - 4 (1), Buller's
Albatross 1 1,Fairy Prion i 1,Providence Petrel - 20+ (5), Wedge-tailed Shearwater - 250+ (15), Short-tailed Shear-
water - 1 (almost certainly others seen at a distance), Flesh-footed Shearwater - 20+ (5), Fluttering Shearwater - 2

(1), Hutt on 63(1)SAostradasiam&aneet - 25+ (8), Australian Pied Cormoranti 1, Great Cormorant - 2

(1), Australian Pelican - 4 (1), Dollarbird - 1.

*Parenthesis denotes the maximum number of that species seen at any one time

OTHER:

New Zeal and Wand

Humpback Whale - 8 separate groups (including some flipper / tail slapping); Common Bottlenose Dolphin - 2 pods

2022 SWANSEA PELAGICS

Please note: The boat is taking 18 @ $130 so regulars get priority.

3rd November

SOUTH WYONG SEWAGE TREATMENT WORKS

Regular surveys have been booked for the Wednesday following the club meeting at 9.30am at the lbis Road en-

trance. All welcome.

We continue to be amazed at the difference we see in the STW each month. The September survey was completed
by one observer - thank you Graham Nelson, who saw a very disappointing 100 ducks: 74 Chestnut Teal, 35 Pacific
Black Duck and 2 Hardhead. The highlight was 1 female (or immature) Musk Duck. Total species count was 45.
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TWITCHATHON 2022

Foll owing the success of | ast yearés event, Bl Gnet are on
ACT. The Twitchathon has been running, in NSW and the ACT now, for close to 30 years. In this time, we have, between
us, managed to raise very significant funds for a range o

and raise over $30,000 in aid of the Gang-gang Cockatoo!

TheGanggang Cockatoobs plight
having gone from a species considered of Least Concern
to being listed federally as Endangered after the
2019/2020 fires. While the dramatic change in its conser-
vation status is largely the result of these fires, the species
population has been declining for a number of years 1 by
up to 69 % in the last three generations!

This decline was shocking for many people 1 after all, they
are such a beloved bird by birders and non-birders alike.
Despite their popularity, Gang-gang Cockatoos are one of
the least studied cockatoo species in Australia. We need to
know more about their lives, their habitat requirements and
distribution, particularly in the face of natural disasters such
as the 2019-20 wildfires. They face threats on several
fronts including habitat and hollow loss as well as the over- |
arching climate crisis which is increasing fire frequency and e ' \ '3
intensity through much of their range. There is an urgent L = AT
need to consolidate our knowledge of the species, better
protect habitat and engage the community in efforts to
monitor and conserve them.

| -

A Pair of Gang-gang Cockatoos,
photo courtesy of Andrew Silcocks

In collaboration with Campbelltown City Council and the University of Sydney, BirdLife Australia will be setting up a pilot
project in south-west Sydney with a small number of known Gang-gang Cockatoo breeding sites to:

I Investigate just what is Gang-gang Cockatoo habitat in SW Sydney urban bushland,
1 Examine whether novel supplementary/artificial hollows can be used to increase breeding and

9 Raise awareness and knowledge of Gang-gang Cockatoos in SW Sydney, recruit citizen scientist participation and
have individuals create habitat for Gang-gang Cockatoos in their own spaces.

Already there is great work underway in the ACT and south coast of NSW trialling artificial hollows for Gang-gang Cocka-
toos and looking at the microclimate and characteristics of Gang-gang Cockatoo hollows. We will be trialling some addi-
tional types of artificial hollows and using data loggers to monitor microclimate in these and natural hollows to add to our
growing knowledge about what these birds need to successfully raise young.

Ultimately, we want to use the knowledge gained from this project to work towards bringing Gang-gang Cockatoos back
to Greater Sydney and beyond and to build a knowledgeable, passionate and active community to help make that hap-
pen.

We are maintaining the same Twitchathon formats as in the last few years:

1 The Big Weekend will be a 30-hour mega twitch for the crazy and dedicated with a target well above 200 species
being their goal.

I The Champagne race, which is a 12-hour event for those who want something more relaxing and sedate.

Finally, the 3-hour Birdathon. This offers something for a whole range of participants, from experienced bird watchers who
dondt have the time or inclination for the Big Weekend to

As was the case |l ast year, there is no separate childrenbd
they are accompanied by an adult.
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MOUSE PLAGUE ERADICATED ON NORTH WEST ISLAND IN THE SOUTHERN GREAT BARRIER REEF
By Erin Semmler

Rangers are celebrating the "significant achievement" of eradicating mice from a Great Barrier Reef Island off the
central Queensland coast. The common house mouse is no longer infesting North West Island thanks to a helicopter,
ink pads in tunnels, a few tubs of peanut butter and a massive two-year team effort.

The pristine coral cay, 75 kilometres north-east of Gladstone, is the largest breeding island for Wedge-tailed Shear-
waters and Black Noddies on Australia's east coast.

But Queensland Parks and Wildlife ranger Damon Shearer said introduced pests had turned the island into an all-
you-can-eat seabird buffet. "Mice impact the seabirds by direct predation on eggs and chicks and can cause a real
reduction in the reproduction of the bird species at a population level," Mr Shearer said. "During 2016 to 2019 we did
surveys and noticed a 40 per cent drop in the shearwater population, which is quite significant.”

Mr Shearer said the birds had been attacked by feral cats until they were eradicated from the island in the 1990s i
leaving mice to flourish. Beyond diminishing bird populations and destroying native vegetation, the invasive pest
caused havoc for visitors. "North West is our most popular island in the entire Barrier Reef for campers," Mr Shearer
said. "Mice were getting into peoples' camps, into peoples' tents and just being a real nuisance. They're a concern
for health as well, they carry various diseases."

The eradication processes

Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service rangers and Gidarjil Land and Sea Country rangers began the eradication
program in June 2020, when mice had reached plague levels. "We did some tunnel tracking and at 119 of the 120
trap sites we detected mice, so it was fairly infested," Mr Shearer said.

The Black Trakka tunnels used in the program were not actually traps. Peanut butter was placed in the centre of the
tunnel and mice walked along an ink pad to reach it, leaving footprints and making it easy to see if mice were there.
The meticulous monitoring was repeated five times throughout the project after three rounds of aerial baiting. "We
used a helicopter to spread baits from a chopper across the entire island," Mr Shearer said. There have been "zero
detections of mice" since. "An eradication program on an island isn't considered a success until two years of surveys
find no signs of the target animal," Mr Shearer said. The final survey was completed this month. "It was quite exciting
to get to the end and see the last ink pads free of mice," he said.
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