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DATE ACTIVITIES LEADER/SPEAKER
23/6/2026 Next Meeting: Birders’ Contribution to Conservation Guy Dutson

Meet: 7.30pm Tuggerah Progress Hall, Anzac Rd, Tuggerah, opposite Hungry Jacks

27/6/2026 Outing: Kitchener REMEMBER TO REGISTER Daniel McKeon
Meet: 8.30am Shell Servo, Freeman’s Drive, Freeman’s Waterhole 0407 076 118

8/7/2026 2 day Outing: Central Coast Wetlands / McPherson Rd Leeanne Lemke
Meet: 8.30am Central Coast Wetland Carpark REMEMBER TO REGISTER 0412 233 594

28/7/2026 Next Meeting: Aussie Ark Update Dean Read

Meet: 7.30pm Tuggerah Progress Hall, Anzac Rd, Tuggerah, opposite Hungry Jacks

01/8/2026 Outing: Myuna Bay REMEMBER TO REGISTER Graham Nelson
Meet: 8.30am Myuna Bay Rest Area, Wangi Rd, Myuna Bay 0466 599 278

12/8/2026 > day Outing: Mooney Creek REMEMBER TO REGISTER Doug Hocking
Meet: 8.30am Cnr of Karool Rd and Pacific Highway, Mooney Mooney 0427 800 428

Note: For all Outings bring your morning tea and lunch. A chair is a good idea.
222

Tea, coffee, and biscuits will be available at the end of the meeting.
To cover hall hire and refreshments a donation of $4 would be appreciated.

Tonight’s Meeting: Our speaker is Guy Dutson. Guy is a respected ornithologist with a strong interest in bird conservation -
a subject which is close to all our hearts. Guy will tonight outline how we can all contribute to this really important area.

Last Meeting: 29 attendees braved a rainy night to hear David Mitford talking about land-based sea watching. David
encouraged everyone present at the meeting to try seabird watching from local vantage points on the coast. He pointed out
the easily noticeable differences between the more common seabirds, illustrated by excellent photos. Land-based seabird
watching is more accessible to most people and with practice can be very rewarding, with no worries about sea sickness or
pelagic trips being cancelled due to rough weather! Thank you, David!

Webpage: Don'’t forget to check out the Birding NSW Webpage www.birdingnsw.org.au where there is plenty of info about
outings, photograph gallery, and general info about the Club. Well worth a visit! Check out Central Coast Birders on Face-
book as well! It has now reached 1700 members. A great job Malcolm Hill! The Facebook page is a huge success allowing
bird-related issues to reach over 800 people on the Central Coast.

Total Fire Ban Days and Outings: Outings may be cancelled on days of total fire bans. This will be determined on a
case-by-case basis and will depend on the planned birding site being accessible and the potential risk. This decision will
be made by the leader. If the outing is cancelled it will be published on Central Coast Birders Facebook. If in doubt,
contact the outing leader.
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Saving Stamps: Please keep saving used stamps (on paper, trimmed) & pass to Wendy Mitchell for donation to charity.

______________________________________________________________________ .
E PAY YOUR MEETING DONATION ELECTRONICALLY :
I 1
: Don’t scratch around for cash! :
I
i Graham Nelson has set up an account so your meeting donation can be paid electronically: :
______________________________________________________________________ 4
CAMPS 2026
Cootamundra Caravan Park
Fri 11th - Sun 13th Christina 55 Macleay St, Cootamundra
September Cootamundra Port 0421 691 317 02 6942 1080
www.cootamundracaravanpark.com.au
Lynette Sandy Hollow Tourist Retreat
Tue 20th - Thu 22nd Callaghan 1618 Golden Highway, Sandy Hollow
October Sandy Hollow & Margaret 0438 495 562 02 6547 4575
Vallance www.sandyhollowtouristretreat.com.au
VALE
Alan Keith Morris AM
7/2/1942- 29/5/2026

By Allan Benson (and others)

It is impossible to use one word to describe Alan’s influence on our birding world. Doyen, giant, titan or legend are accurate
but just don’t seem adequate. Many described him as an inspiration and a mentor. Alan devoted a great part of his life to
birding and bird conservation. He made a significant impression on all.

Many birders benefited from Alan’s wide knowledge — that of the authors included — which was always shared generously
and freely. For one author, it was a revelation, when still a novice birder, to be birding with someone as experienced as Alan
and hear him say “l have no idea what that was”.

Alan’s passion for birds started around 12 or 13 years of age when he started a list!! These lists continued for the rest of his
life, and he finished up with impressive totals. His life list stood at 726, his NSW list at 503 and his Central Coast list at 347.

But Alan was not just a twitcher, he was meticulous recorder of his sightings. Many will remember the yellow notebooks in
which he recorded his sightings, but he also embraced technology for record-keeping. Alan was the top contributor to Birdata
in Australia with well over 25,000 entries as well as embracing eBird in later years.

Alan’s knowledge of birds was encyclopaedic. He could tell you when each of the spring migrants should arrive on the
Central Coast and could step out of the car in western NSW and immediately identify the call of every bird in the vicinity. As a
moderator on the Eremaea bird site, Alan often provided extra comments, adding useful details for the site’s users. He was
meticulous with regard to details in reports (one of the authors of can recall being gently chided by Alan for writing “some” in
an Eremaea report and not providing a more exact figure.)

Alan was heavily involved with the birding clubs in Sydney and the Central Coast. He was President of what is now Birding
NSW in 1985 and 1986 and Vice-President for the next two years. He was journal editor from 1973-1992 and was Records
Officer for both Birding NSW and the Central Coast Group, starting this role in 1995 and only finishing in the last couple of
months. He was heavily involved in starting the campouts program (with the first at Munghorn Gap in 1971). He did much of
this at the same time as his full-time role with the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (1964 to 2000). Alan held many
senior roles with NPWS, including Coonabarabran District Manager (1975-1983), Head Ranger of Sydney Harbour National
Park (1983-1988) and Central Coast Area Manager (1988-2000).

Alan was the patron and a life member of Birding NSW. He was also a founding member of the Central Coast Group Birding
NSW (CCGBN). He ran the meetings and recruited the guest speakers, organised the outings and 4 camp-outs per year,
and edited the monthly newsletter for much of the group’s early years. Alan created the impetus for the group’s growth — it
now has more than 100 members.
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In his later years Alan (and his wife Anne) moved to Laurieton to be closer to family. He promptly became a very active
member of the Hasting Birdwatchers, becoming Vice President and participating in their annual Twitch competition.

Alan was highly engaged with the NSW Twitchathon, starting off as a participant in 1985 and then as primary organiser from
2002 to 2015. The Twitchathon has raised significant funds for research programs into many endangered bird species,
including Regent Honeyeater, Gould’s Petrel, and Australasian Bittern. Alan’s contribution to the more than $600,000 raised
to date cannot be underestimated, and Alan’s sponsors always knew they would get value for money from his Twitchathon
efforts.

In recognition of Alan’s significant and major contribution to bird conservation in NSW, he was awarded Membership of the
Order of Australia (AM) in the 2019 Queen’s Birthday Honours list. Some of the many achievements and involvements that
contributed to our knowledge of birds and bird conservation, and this recognition, are outlined below:

¢ In his NPWS roles, Alan was instrumental in lobbying for the establishment of several Nature Reserves and National
Parks, and in identifying declines in key species such as Regent Honeyeaters and Little Terns that initiated recovery
programs for those species.

e He collaborated in many seabird surveys of NSW offshore islands to record their seabird populations and also on Lord
Howe Island in the Woodhen recovery program (you can find a photo of Alan hard at work in the Lord Howe Island
Museum).

e His extensive survey of quail in NSW led to a scientific paper being published on the Red-chested Button Quail in the
ornithological journal, “The Emu” — one of 5 of his papers that were published in that journal.

e Alan was the lead author of the 1981 publication “Handlist of Birds in NSW”. At that time, there wasn’'t much reference
material, so it became an important resource for both bird watchers and ornithologists.
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¢ Alan was an inaugural member of the Pioneer Dairy - Central Coast Wetland Trust. Alan was very active with the Trust
for more than 20 years, spending many years as secretary, overseeing many programs to improve and enhance “the

Dairy’s” value as a wildlife habitat.

e Alan was Birdlife Australia’s “guardian” for the Key Biodiversity Areas (KBA) of Brisbane Water and Tuggerah Lakes,
which support habitat for the critically endangered Regent Honeyeater and Swift Parrot as well as nationally significant
numbers of Black Swan and Chestnut Teal. One of his key wins was successfully lobbying the local council to fence the
Little Tern nesting area on Karagi Point — a program that continues to this day — and increase public awareness of the
Little Terns’ vulnerability.

e Alan was on the Regent Honeyeater Recovery Team for more than 20 years, overseeing efforts at both State and
Federal levels to attempt to ensure its survival through conservation of critical habitat and captive breeding programs.

e Alan was a member of the “Friends of the Bush Stone-curlew.” group established in 1995 to ensure the survival of the
Central Coast’s remnant population of Bush Stone-curlew. Alan’s involvement included banding all the known birds to
assist in understanding the population’s dynamics as well as obtaining funding for education programs, signage and
seeking protection of sensitive areas.

e Alan was a member of the Tuggerah Lakes Estuary Management Advisory Committee from 1995 until it was disbanded
in 2012, initially as NPWS’s representative and later as a community representative. The committee provided expert
advice to Council and State Government on environmental matters for the Tuggerah Lakes System.

Alan was totally devoted to his family. Sincere condolences are offered to his wife Anne, children Tim, Kristy and Drew and
their partners Ute, Matt and Louise and his grandchildren Fred, Oskar and Max, Jack and Evie and Leo and Flynn.

The world is a much poorer place without Alan Keith Morris.

The Memorial service for Alan will be held: Friday 26th June, 11am
Camden Haven Anglican Church, Laurieton
2 Mission Terrace, Lakewood

To live-stream, type in Alan Keith Morris into YouTube.

WHAT WAS NEW in May/June and WHAT CAN WE EXPECT in July?

The arrival of Swift Parrots at Bateau Bay continued to cause great excitement. These are the first Swift Parrots on the
coastal plain since 2021. 8 were found on the 3™ of May and numbers peaked on the 7t June at 40. Great work Nick Carson
for (a) finding them and (b) continuing to monitor them.

There has been a spate of sightings of Striated Pardalote in May. Most
apparently are the Yellow-tipped subspecies which are on migration from
Tasmania (but this is not an easy ID).

There are flocks of Topknot Pigeons around Ourimbah / Lisarow but the
flocks appear to be smaller than in previous years. The annual flocking of
Pied Currawongs to the coast this time of the year doesn’t appear to have
materialised.

There have only been a couple of records of Spangled Drongo which is
unusual. There have been a number of records of Varied Triller at the RTA
Rest Area. It seems only the male is still there.

Things will continue to be very quiet in July but keep an eye out for Swift
Parrots, as they are likely to turn up elsewhere. Keep an eye and ear out
for Regent Honeyeaters. This is the traditional time they are on the Coast.
As well, at this the time of year we have seen Restless Flycatcher and
Scarlet Robin around Mangrove Mountain.
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A FIRST FOR AUSTRALIA ON OUR DOORSTEP
Allan Benson

A long-staying Booby on Lake Macquarie was finally identified as a Cocos Booby due to the diligence of Dion Hobcroft. The
bird was ID’d from of its distinctive pink bill and underwing pattern as a female Cocos Booby. My initial reaction was to check
my bird list from Cocos-Keeling Islands but this was totally off the mark (see below).

The bird was seen regularly at Mark’s Point, perched on the moored boats. Birders were able to get great telescope views
but many birders got closer in kayaks. The neighbour next to the park at Mark’s Point even took birders out in his tinny.

The Cocos Booby (Sula brewsteri), formerly known as Brewster's Booby, is a species of booby in the family Sulidae. It
was formerly considered a subspecies of Brown Booby, but it was split by the American Ornithological Society in 2024 due to
morphological and behavioural differences. It is native to the East and Central Pacific Ocean..

Description

The most immediately obvious difference from the related brown booby is the male's whitish face, varying in size by
subspecies. Females of all subspecies of Cocos booby also possess a white forehead. Males of the subspecies S. b.
nesiotes have the most white, with a fully white head and neck. Males of the nominate subspecies have a white face, and a
pale brown neck, while males of the subspecies S. b. etesiaca only have white on their foreheads. Males also have a grey
bill, rather than the yellow bill of male Brown booby, and females have a pinker bill than female brown booby.!“

Cocos Booby: Images (L to R) by Peter Hall, Andrew Haigh, Dian Hall

Behaviour

Like other boobies, the Cocos Booby is a colonial breeder, and nests on islands. When the Cocos Booby comes in contact
with its relative, interbreeding appears to be rare. Observations on Wake Island found that male and female Cocos booby
consistently paired with each other in large Brown Booby colonies. Other observations found female Cocos Booby among
only Brown Boobies did not pair, while instances of hybridization have only been reported at colonies with male Cocos Booby
and no female Cocos Booby. At least two instances of hybridization between Cocos Booby and Brown Booby are known,
one from Midway Atoll in 2020 and the other from Nakanokamishima Island from 2012 to 2014, where a chick was
successfully reared.

Distribution

Cocos Booby are found in the East Pacific Ocean, breeding in Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Mexico, French Overseas
Territories, Colombia, and the United States. It is also found offshore of Guatemala, El Salvador, and Panama. In recent
years, Cocos Booby has dispersed and is now found in the Central and West Pacific in Japan and Hawaii where they have
now bred.¥ They are only recent resident breeders in California, first breeding in the Channel Islands in 2017, and now
regularly occur as far north on the Pacific coast as Vancouver.

Large colonies exist on the islands of Clipperton Island, San Pedro Martir Island, Isla Espiritu Santo, Isla Isabel, Islas
Marietas, Socorro Island, Isla del Cafio, Gorgona Island, and Cocos Island. Recently, breeding has occurred on Palmyra
Atoll, Wake Island and Midway Atoll.
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OUTINGS
Outing: May 30, 2026 KATANDRA/STRICKLAND Leader: Graham Nelson

Wednesday morning began with fog during the STW survey, followed by steady rain on Thursday and Friday. Carlton Rd
was closed Friday morning due to flooding but reopened that night.

| anticipated a muddy, possibly rainy Saturday morning, yet to everyone’s surprise, the day turned out pleasant with minimal
mud.

We welcomed two visitors, Colin and Lee from South Africa, who joined us for a few hours. At Katandra Picnic Area,
Australian Magpie, Grey Butcherbird, Noisy Miner, Australian Wood Ducks perched in trees, Rainbow Lorikeet, Brown
Cuckoo-Dove, and Australian King Parrot greeted us. Some even caught sight of White-headed Pigeons on the way in.

Although the old track down to Seymour Pond was closed, the vehicle access road was open. The final stretch was a bit
steep and wet, but thankfully no one slipped. We spotted a Superb Lyrebird darting across the track and Yellow-throated
Scrubwrens nearby.

As we walked around the forest loop, it was challenging to hear much
beyond the Lyrebird mimicking other bird calls. Was that a Whipbird?
No, it was the Lyrebird again. We found some fungi, though fewer
than expected - more than the birds we saw. Returning to the access
track, bird activity increased and by the time we reached the top, birds
appeared from all directions, though only as silhouettes against the
treetops. We identified Brown and Striated Thornbills, Brown
Gerygone, Golden Whistler, Silvereye, White-throated Treecreeper,
Yellow-faced Honeyeater and Long-billed Scrubwren, among others.
Unfortunately, our visitors didn’t see many birds clearly.

White-headed Pigeon
Liz"Noble

After bidding farewell to Colin and Lee, we headed to Mt Elliot for
morning tea. Post-tea, we explored the trees where more Striated
Thornbills and a few Golden Whistler were spotted. Elaine delighted
us by spotting a Mistletoebird and Scarlet Honeyeater. Further along,
at the corner of Toomeys Rd and Maidens Brush Rd, the silence was profound. We saw an Eastern Spinebill and an Eastern
Yellow Robin, but that was all - few trees were flowering there.

We drove to Strickland State Forest’s top car park,
passing two dingos on leads. The forest remained
quiet; the Green Catbird | hoped for was absent. On
the walk back to our cars for lunch, we saw more
Thornbills before Elaine excitedly called out
Sittellas. Some Varied Sittellas surprised us by
climbing branches upward instead of downward.
Elaine’s bird-spotting skills continue to impress.
During lunch, the dingos returned, and a few came
over to greet us.

After lunch, we intended to do the arboretum walk at
the bottom of Strickland Forest, but the creek was
too high to cross without getting wet. Instead, we
walked along the creek, retracing our steps. Though
quiet, we added a Fan-tailed Cuckoo to our list.

Despite a calm day with only 34 species seen, we were far from disappointed. The joy came from sharing time together and
immersing ourselves in the beauty of our rainforests. Heartfelt thanks to the 16 wonderful people who spent the day with me.
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2 Day Outing: June 10, 2026 SPENCER TO MILL CREEK (long 1/2 day) Leaders: Margaret and Kaye Pointer

At Spencer Wharf, nine keen birders found bird watching a little challenging as
visibility was low with fog which persisted until 10am.

An overwintering Sacred Kingfisher was a good start, Rainbow Lorikeet fed noisily
in flowering eucalypts, above a diligent Brush Turkey constructing his mound. Pied
and Little Black Cormorants roosted with 5 Pelicans, resting on the pylons, near the
toilets. Rock Dove, Crested Pigeon, Magpie, Welcome Swallow and a White-bellied
Sea Eagle (the only raptor for the day) were seen.

We drove to Ingoola Road turn off, along Wisemans Ferry Road, where a pair of
Rose Robin and male Mistletoebird in the casuarina and mistletoe were highlights.
Although there were very few flowers on the swamp mahogany, White-naped
Yellow-faced, New Holland, and Lewin’s Honeyeater, were squabbling for a feed of
lerp or insects. Also moving through the mahogany were Satin Bowerbird, King
Parrot, Rainbow Lorikeet, Golden Whistler, and Scarlet Myzomela. Near Cohens
Creek, four Chestnut Teal and a lone Eurasian Coot shared the pondage area. One
Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo flew over; two Royal Spoonbill, Pacific Heron and
Great Egret were also seen in this area.

Rose Robin
B Christina Port

Morning tea was enjoyed in the car park at Wombat Café, while we chatted and watched. A family of Superb Fairy-wren, and
Red-browed Finches fed around the building. Nearby Belted Galloway cattle grazed, with Willie Wagtail chasing disturbed
flying insects. A Grey Shrike-thrush came to investigate our presence. We had distant views of Eastern Rosella, White Ibis,
Australian Wood Duck, and Australian Magpie.

Lewin’s Honeyeater, Olive-backed Oriole, Yellow-tufted Honeyeater, Brown Thornbill, Golden Whistler, Fan-tailed Cuckoo
and Wonga Pigeon were seen before lunch mostly near the Swamp Mahogany with a few flowers. Superb Fairy-wren,
Eastern Yellow Robin and Pied Currawong fed around us during lunch. After lunch a few stayed on for a short walk to check
out some more Swamp Mahogany with little to no flower. A few honeyeater species were seen feeding though as did a flock
of four plus Varied Sittella. Although Superb Lyrebirds were heard at most stops only a few people saw one on their drive
down to Spencer. Thanks to the attendees for their patience and company. The list for the outing was similar to 2024.
Without the road and wind hazards it was a pleasant day, listing 66 bird species for the outing, up 12 on the previous trip.

SPECIES LIST MAY 2026

Bird names used and the order in which they occur are in accord with the I0C World Birdlist Version 11.1.2021

First Migrant arrival * Last Migrant departure ** LN = biggest number since January OW = Over-winter

Bold — Threatened and or rare species

Australian Shoveler 28 2/05/2026 Tuggerah STW Andrew Robinson
Australian Shoveler 5 3/05/2026 Lake Munmorah Andrew Robinson
Black Bittern 1 21/05/2026 Ourimbah Ck, Chittaway Christina Port
Black-necked Stork 1 7/05/2026 South Tacoma Arthur Roy
Blue-faced Honeyeater 2 22/05/2026 Narara Julie Peksis
Brahminy Kite 1 8/05/2026 Toukley Leeanne Lemke
Brahminy Kite 2 12/05/2026 Davistown Gary Jackson
Brahminy Kite 1 22/05/2026 Toukley Leeanne Lemke
Brown Goshawk 1 11/05/2026 Warnervale Ben Stewart
Brown Goshawk 2 27/05/2026 Ourimbah Allan Benson
Brown Quail 7 2/05/2026 CC Wetlands Andrew Robinson
Brown Quail 2 13/05/2026 Munmorah SCA Graham Nelson
Brush Bronzewing 1 13/05/2026 Munmorah SCA Graham Nelson
Buff-rumped Thornbill 6 17/05/2026 Bushell's Ridge Rd Nick Carson
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Buff-rumped Thornbill

Crested Shrike-tit
Double-barred Finch

Gang-gang Cockatoo
Gang-gang Cockatoo
Glossy Black Cockatoo
Glossy Black Cockatoo
Glossy Black Cockatoo
Glossy Black Cockatoo
Great Crested Grebe

Grey Goshawk
Little Eagle
Little Lorikeet
Little Lorikeet
Little Lorikeet

Nankeen Night Heron

Northen Giant Petrel
Owlet Nightjar
Pacific Baza
Peaceful Dove
Peaceful Dove
Peregrine Falcon
Powerful Owl
Powerful Owl

Rock Warbler
Rockwarbler

Rose Robin
Southern Emu-wren
Spotted Harrier
Spotted Quail-thrush
Square-tailed Kite

Striated Pardalote***

Swift Parrot
Swift Parrot
Swift Parrot
Swift Parrot
Swift Parrot
Swift Parrot
Swift Parrot
Swift Parrot

Tree Martin
Turquoise Parrot
Varied Sittella
Wedge-tailed Eagle
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17/05/2026
22/05/2026
17/05/2026
22/05/2026
22/05/2026
9/05/2026
9/05/2026
22/05/2026
8/05/2026
3/05/2026
22/05/2026
6/05/2026
4/05/2026
19/05/2026
2/05/2026
3/05/2026
22/05/2026
14/05/2026
4/5/12026
2/05/2026
22/05/2026
8/05/2026
12/05/2026
22/05/2026
16/05/2026
19/05/2026
16/05/2026
24/05/2026
24/05/2026
22/05/2026
26/05/2026
4/05/2026
3/05/2026
4/05/2026
6/05/2026
9/05/2026
10/05/2026
24/05/2026
25/05/2026
30/05/2026
20/05/2026
8/05/2026
17/05/2026
8/05/2026

Kiar Ridge
Bucketty Waterhole
Bushell's Ridge Rd
Bucketty Waterhole
Kyola Rd, Kulnura
Warnervale

Mt White
Mangrove Dam
Tunnel Ck Firetrail
Lake Munmorah
Wamberal
Ourimbah
Charmhaven
Mangrove Dam
Ourimbah Uni
Erina

Wybung Head
Bateau Bay
Doyalson North
Colongra

Kyola Rd, Kulnura
Woy Woy Tip
Norah Head

Point Clare

Mt Ettalong
Mangrove Dam

Mt Ettalong
Warnervale Airport
Mt Penang
Bucketty Waterhole
Blue Haven
Charmhaven
Bateau Bay
Bateau Bay
Bateau Bay

Avoca

Bateau Bay
Bateau Bay
Bateau Bay
Bateau Bay

Chain Valley Bay
Kiar Ridge
Bushell's Ridge Rd
Woy Woy Tip

Nick Carson

Nick Carson

Nick Carson

Nick Carson

Nick Carson
Leeanne Lemke
Sue Watts

Nick Carson

Nick Carson
Andrew Robinson
Gary Jackson
Darren Earnshaw
Andrew Robinson
Nick Carson

Nick Carson
Malcolm Hill
Dean Purcell
Nick Carson
Meryl Newton
Andrew Robinson
Nick Carson
Darren Earnshaw
Michael Price
Tricia Sweet
Gary Jackson
Nick Carson
Gary Jackson
Nick Carson
Andrew Robinson
Nick Carson
Allan Benson
Andrew Robinson
Nick Carson

Nick Carson

Nick Carson

Matt Hingee

Nick Carson

Nick Carson
Frances Westwick
Mark Smith
Leeanne Lemke
Dean Purcell
Nick Carson
Darren Earnshaw

*** Striated Pardalote observed at 8 locations in May. Tasmanian Yellow-tipped, migrating.
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TWITCH LIST May, 2026

Nick Carson 213 Kaye Pointer 142 Robyn Price 101
Graham Nelson 206 Doug Hocking 140 Margaret Pointer 94
Leeanne Lemke 198 John Carpenter 140 Daniel McKeon 93
Christina Port 175 Krystyna Lonergan 139 Diana Hogan 92
Allan Benson 174 Frik Gautschi 128 David Dowling 90
Leonie Loewe 173 Chris Jamieson 123 Judy Clark 78
Carole Carpenter 154 Gabrielle Rees 121 Rowena Wallace 70
Julie Peksis 146 Lynette Callaghan 105

Nick Carson continues to edge ahead of Graham Nelson with Leeanne Lemke still in with a shot.

BIRDATA SURVEYS YTD 2026

Alan Stuart 151 | Allan Benson 100 | carl Morris 34 | Ann Lindsay 8
Leonie Loewe 140 | Frik Gautschi 41 | Doug Hocking 26 Daniel McKeon 3
Graham Nelson 129 | Frances Westwick | 37 |C Clutterbuck 21

Nick Carson 124 | Guy Dutson 36 | Robyn Price 14

May surveys were 441 compared with 343 in 2025. YTD surveys 2026 are 1323 compared to 1025 in 2025.

There has been a significant increase in surveys completed in the first five months of 2026 compared to 2025. Alan
Stuart has taken a slight lead from Leonie Loewe with Graham Nelson and Nick Carson putting in great efforts.

Birdata is one way, as a birder, you can make a contribution to bird conservation.

SOUTH WYONG SEWAGE TREATMENT WORKS May Survey

Only 3 participants turned up due to the threat of rain. Conditions were dry but with terrible light conditions due to a
persistent mist. The water levels have risen since the last survey due to the rain. Waterfowl numbers were reasonable
with 180 counted on the ponds. The highlights were 10 Shoveler, White-necked Heron, a White-breasted Sea-eagle and a
Black-shouldered Kite. 39 species were recorded overall.

The survey takes place the Wednesday after our meeting. Meet at the Ibis Rd entrance at 9.30am.

Swift Parrot Survey Central Coast April 25 - May 5, 2026

A massive effort by Central Coast birders resulted in 328 surveys conducted on 134 of 143 survey sites. Top surveyors
were Nick Carson with 88 surveys and Allan Benson with 67.

Swift Parrots were found at two survey sites - Bateau Bay and Umina - with other records from Avoca Beach, Point Clare,
Kariong and Budgewoi. Eight Swift Parrots were reported from Bateau Bay on the 3@ May. They were still present on the
7t June with the highest number yet recorded - 40. These are the most significant numbers seen on the Central Coast
since 2021.

The Swifties were feeding on blossom and lerp in Blackbutt. They proved difficult for the birders to see as they fed quietly
high up in the Blackbutts. Photographers found it almost impossible to get a decent shot.

Even though we had a bumper season of flowering for Swamp Mahogany and there were lots present in the general area,
the Swifties obviously were more interested in Blackbutt. This represents an important shift in our understanding of Swift
Parrot behaviour.
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Terrigal Pelagic Trip Report, Friday June 12, 2026
Andrew Robinson

After a run of cancelled trips dating back to February, 15 of us
enjoyed being back on the water in mostly benign conditions.
However, it was unfortunately a rather routine affair in terms of
pelagic bird activity with only expected species (for this time of
year) and low species diversity.

Despite this, there were some real highlights which included an
Indian Yellow Nosed Albatross predating a Slimy Mackerel that
had been driven to the surface by Common Dolphin. It was
perhaps the quickest | have seen any Albatross move when on
the water as it pursued, caught and inhaled the Mackerel within
10m of the boat (see below images). In addition, solid numbers
of Australasian Gannet including several plunge diving close to
the boat, a seemingly endless pod of Common Dolphin and
some breaching Humpback Whales on the return trip, all
provided some excitement.

Excluding distant Fluttering type and Short-tailed / Sooty Shearwaters only 10 species were seen beyond The Haven.

As follows:

Shy Albatross — 6 (3), Black-browed Albatross — 9 (7), Campbell Albatross — 6 (3), Indian Yellow Nosed Albatross — 4 (2),
Buller’'s Albatross — 3 (2), Providence Petrel — 8, Wilson’s Storm Petrel — 2, Short-tailed / Sooty Shearwater — 5, Fluttering
type Shearwater — 13, Silver Gull — 6, Greater Crested Tern — 22, Australasian Gannet — 120

Seats At Central Coast Wetlands

Graham Nelson is co-ordinating the purchase and installation of three seats to be placed along Pioneer Creek at Central
Coast Wetlands. Birding NSW has agreed to sponsor these seats and CCW volunteers will install them. Graham is
proposing one seat be placed in the composting toilet vicinity, another overlooking the dam and the 3 one past the Hannan
Shed. One seat will be dedicated to Alan Morris to recognise his contribution to Birding NSW and Central Coast Wetlands.

A MAGPIE CAN RECOGNISE YOU - and four other fun facts about Australia’s most often-spotted bird
Graham Readfearn

The Australian Magpie has again topped the charts in BirdLife Australia’s Aussie Bird Count as the feathered friend most
often spotted across the country.

Half of the 153,000 surveys submitted by 64,000 observers included the magpie, ahead of the Rainbow Lorikeet, which
appeared on 42% of surveys and the Noisy Miner, making 34% of the counts.

Australian Magpie

But while the Australian Magpie is an everyday feature for
many of us, there’s nothing boring about them. Here are five
amazing things you might not know about Australia’s most
often seen bird.

Magpies can recognise human faces ... and voices

“They form relationships with people. They are nice to
people who are nice to them,” says emeritus Prof Gisela
Kaplan, of the University of New England, who literally wrote
the book on the Australian Magpie’s behaviour. “They will
recognise faces and will know which people belong to a
property and they’ll know their pets too,” she says.
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Magpies are amazing mimics

Kaplan has been studying magpies for about 30 years. While Lyrebirds have a reputation of being incredible mimics

(they can make the sounds of car alarms and chainsaws as well as those of other species), Kaplan has compared their
mimicry with magpies. It is only the Lyrebird male that mimics, and only during courtship. Whereas both male and female
magpies can mimic other bird species and Kaplan says they do it more precisely and then intersperse those calls with their
own.

But it doesn’t stop there.

Kaplan says magpies can use their mimicry intelligently and she recalls one male magpie that tended to sit on a log in a New
South Wales garden shared with a family dog and cat. The magpie had learned to speak the name of the family dog.
Whenever the cat would stalk the magpie, the bird called the dog, which came running, causing the cat to run away.

Magpies are intelligent and loyal

Prof Amanda Ridley is a behavioural ecologist at the University of Western Australia and has been studying the cognitive
abilities of the state’s unique sub-species of Australian Magpie. “I think it's fair to say they are an intelligent bird,” she says.
Ridley and her colleagues have been setting an array of tests for magpies, such as learning which colour or shade of colour
was associated with a food reward, or where a reward was likely to be in an array of holes set out in a shape (which would
sometimes be turned upside down). In one study, it was found that fledglings living in bigger groups tended to be able to
solve puzzles faster than those living in smaller groups — regardless of the performance of their parent. This might be
because living in bigger groups requires an individual to recognise and remember more individuals — a skill they could
translate to a puzzle.

Kaplan says as well as being “a very bright bird”, magpies are also loyal. Groups of magpies will move long distances looking
for a territory but once they find it — whether in the bush or your local park — they will stick around for many years. She says
magpies will become so familiar with the people in their territory that they are known to bring their fledglings along to their
friendly neighbourhood humans. “They’ll bring them to the back porch and introduce them,” she says. “It's a real honour
when they do that. But we say [if that happens] don’t feed the young ones.”

Magpies help each other out

And speaking of intelligence.

Researchers at the University of the Sunshine Coast designed a new harness for a GPS tracker to attach to Australian
Magpies to find out more about their habits. One habit they hadn’t accounted for was the ability of one magpie to find the
weak point of the harness and then remove it from another magpie. After successfully attaching the trackers to five magpies,
researchers saw one magpie trying to remove her own tracker, before another magpie approached to help, pecking at the
device. It was off within 10 minutes. Most were removed within hours and the tag on a dominant male, the last one to be
removed, was also gone three days later.

The only other example of this behaviour — known as “rescuing” — that the researchers could find in other birds was among
Seychelles warblers, which have been observed removing sticky seeds from each other’s feathers.

Magpies don’t just randomly swoop

As loved and celebrated as Australian Magpies might be, during the months of spring this passerine also becomes one of
Australia’s most feared. Magpies are hyper-vigilant during breeding season as they protect their eggs from intruders, even if
those intruders are unlikely to be climbing a tree. But not all magpies swoop. In fact, only about 10% of magpies — and
always males — swoop on humans. It also appears magpies may have specialist targets. When researchers watched 48
aggressive magpies one Brisbane spring, they found 71% only attacked one type of intruder — pedestrian, cyclist or mail
deliverer. The 10% of the magpies that were recorded attacking the posties didn’t attack any other type of intruder. In other
words, the magpie world has postie specialists.

If the magpie recognises your face or voice (because they can) and knows you are not a threat, they won’t swoop.
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