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DATE ACTIVITIES LEADER/SPEAKER
28/7/2026 Next Meeting: Aussie Ark Update Dean Reid

Meet: 7.30pm Tuggerah Progress Hall, Anzac Rd, Tuggerah, opposite Hungry Jacks

1/8/2026 Outing: Myuna Bay REMEMBER TO REGISTER Graham Nelson
Meet: 8.30am Myuna Bay Rest Area, Wangi Rd, Myuna Bay 0466 599 278

12/8/2026 2 day Outing: Mooney Creek REMEMBER TO REGISTER Doug Hocking
Meet: 8.30am Cnr of Karool Rd and Pacific Highway, Mooney Mooney 0427 800 428

25/8/2026 Next Meeting: Birding in the Heat of the Top End Robin Benson

Meet: 7.30pm Tuggerah Progress Hall, Anzac Rd, Tuggerah, opposite Hungry Jacks

29/8/2026 Outing: Dubbo Gully REMEMBER TO REGISTER Margaret &
Kaye Pointer

Meet: 8.30am Mangrove Mountain shops 4374 1163

Cnr Wiseman'’s Ferry & Waratah Roads, Mangrove Mountain
9/9/2026 2 day Outing: Ourimbah REMEMBER TO REGISTER Graham Nelson
Meet: 8.30am RTA Rest Area, Ourimbah 0466 599 278

Note: For all Outings bring your morning tea and lunch. A chair is a good idea.

222 Tea, coffee, and biscuits will be available at the end of the meeting.
To cover hall hire and refreshments a donation of $4 would be appreciated.

Tonight’s Meeting:

Our speaker is Dean Reid, Operations Manager - Barrington for Aussie Ark. Aussie Ark’s mission is to protect and
recover Australia’s threatened wildlife and ecosystems through decisive action. They work to prevent extinction by
building strong insurance policies, restoring critical habitats and rewilding species, delivering tangible and lasting
outcomes guided by integrity, collaboration and leadership.

Aussie Ark is NSW largest independently Dean Reid
owned and operated conservation
organisation, now in its15th year of
safeguarding native species and wild
places.

Dean Reid

Every project is driven by bold vision: to
restore Australia’s landscape to its natural
. ghe -~ % pre-European state, alive with resilient
ecosystems and thriving W|Idl|fe From humble beginnings saving the - ,
Tasmanian Devil, they now lead over 36 active projects across thousands of hectares, protectlng 17+ threatened species.
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Last Meeting: 28 people braved a wintery nigh to hear Guy Dutson give a very impressive
presentation on “what birders can do to help bird conservation”. The simple answer is to
record our sightings on either Birdata or eBird. Citizen science can generate significant
volumes of data that can be analysed to provide strategies to aid the conservation of birds.

Webpage: Don'’t forget to check out the Birding NSW Webpage www.birdingnsw.org.au
where there is plenty of info about outings, photograph gallery, and general info about the
Club. Well worth a visit! Check out Central Coast Birders on Face-book as well! It has now
reached 1700 members. A great job Malcolm Hill! The Facebook page is a huge success
allowing bird-related issues to reach over 800 people on the Central Coast.

Total Fire Ban Days and Outings: Outings may be cancelled on days of total fire bans.
This will be determined on a case-by-case basis and will depend on the planned birding site
being accessible and the potential risk. This decision will be made by the leader. If the
outing is cancelled it will be published on Central Coast Birders Facebook. If in doubt, contact the outing leader.

Saving Stamps: Please keep saving used stamps (on paper, trimmed) to pass to Wendy Mitchell for donation to charity.

T T T T T T T T T T PAY YOUR MEETING DONATION ELECTRONICALLY i
1 1
: Don’t scratch around for cash! :
: Graham Nelson has set up an account so your meeting donation can be paid electronically: :
1
: BSB: 063097 A/C: 89676934 :
| e o e o o o P o o o
CAMPS 2026
Cootamundra Caravan Park
Fri 11th - Sun 13th Christina 55 Macleay St, Cootamundra
September Cootamundra Port 0421 691 317 02 6942 1080
www.cootamundracaravanpark.com.au
Lynette Sandy Hollow Tourist Retreat
Tue 20th - Thu 22nd Callaghan 1618 Golden Highway, Sandy Hollow
October Sandy Hollow & Margaret 0438 495 562 02 6547 4575
Vallance www.sandyhollowtouristretreat.com.au

Alan Morris Memorial

More than 150 people attended Alan’s memorial service while there have been over 200 views on YouTube. The birding
community made up a large contingent with people travelling from the Central Coast, Newcastle, Sydney and Grafton as
well as Hasting birders. There were many long-term friends of the Morris family along with relatives, the church and
retirement village communities.

Tim Morris’s eulogy outlined Alan’s early life and career; Allan Benson spoke about his contribution to birding and bird
conservation; Drew Morris gave a very emotional account of Alan as a father and grandfather.
Alan has been laid to rest in Laurieton Cemetery adjacent to bush land. Appropriately this is a bird hotspot on eBird.

WHAT WAS NEW in June/July and WHAT CAN WE EXPECT in August?

The Terrigal Pelagic on the 28" June produced an unbelievable list of species. It would have been a great day off
Eaglehawk in Tasmania!! Apparently, a patch of unusually warm water around Macquarie Island had driven these cold-
water seabirds north. e

= e —

The trip produced 4 new
species for the Central
Coast — Light-mantled
Sooty Albatross, Blue
Petrel, Soft-plumaged
Petrel and Westland
Petrel.

: " Blue Petrel

Andrew Robinson
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As well, Cook’s Petrel was the 3™ record, Mottled Petrel the 2" record and White-headed Petrel the 4" record. Amazing!!
In addition, the first record of Kerguelen Petrel for mainland Australia was found off Port Macquarie as well as the first
NSW record of Grey Petrel. Follow-up trips were hastily arranged but both trips produced only standard winter species for
the Central Coast.

Little Raven has been added to the Central Coast list which now stands at 405. There have been previous claims for this
species which were either unverified or not accepted. Blue-faced honeyeaters are spreading right across the Central
Coast - to the point that they will no longer be noted in our records. There have been several records of Glossy-Black
Cockatoo which is encouraging since their habitat suffered quite badly in the most recent bush fires. Fuscous
Honeyeaters have ben reported which is expected this time of year. There have been a number of sightings of Northern
Giant Petrel close to shore. While this behaviour is not unusual, there is a concern that they are carrying bird flu. Of note
are the four records of Spotless Crake.

July and August will continue to be quiet but the spring migrants will start arriving mid-August. So please report Latham’s
Snipe, Fairy Martin etc. Just a reminder to keep an ear out for Swift Parrots and Regent Honeyeaters.

OUTINGS

Outing: June 27, 2026 KITCHENER Leader: Daniel McKeon

The threat of poor weather and a single digit temperature prediction kept the outing to Kitchener to only the brave and or
foolish. Meeting at the service station at Freemans Waterhole gave us a chance for a warm up coffee and/or hot
chocolate as our intrepid group of four birders readied ourselves for facing the uncompromising conditions.

With such a petite group the decision was made to attempt, what we think may have been a first, a Saturday outing in one
car. With everyone loaded up we headed off to our first stop, a random place on the side of the road. Brown Thornbill,
Spotted Pardalote and a few fenced-in Emus kept everyone entertained. We moved on and a trip down Whitings Lane at
Quorrobolong was in order. Typical farm birds were seen along the way; Australian Wood Duck, White-necked Heron and
Straw-necked Ibis. A stop at the turn off to Iromar saw a gathering of Lorikeets making their noisy selves known. Scaly-
breasted, Musk and Rainbows filled the tops of the trees and had us hunting to see if a Swift Parrot had hidden amongst
them; no luck there. A local came to see what we were looking at and filled us in with her record of Regent Honeyeaters in
her Swamp Mahoganies a few weeks prior but Red Wattlebirds had chased them away. A calling Grey-crowned Babbler
provided some thrill of a hunt but was never actually sighted.

Morning tea was had at Poppet Head Park in Kitchener. Satin Bowerbird and Grey Butcherbirds were added to our
modest list whilst we ate. A lone Blue-faced Honeyeater showed itself in a distant
tree and we were happy for the views. A quick walk around the park had the bird of
the day sitting on benches away from the children's birthday party taking place:
twelve Common Bronzewing's sat nicely for us and created our birding highlight.
We continued down to the lake’s edge to find Australasian Grebe and Pacific Black
Ducks to be the only birds having a swim.

Common Bronzewing
Graham Nelson

We decided to try our luck at the spots in Werakata State Conservation Area where

in previous years both Regent Honeyeaters and Swift Parrots have been recorded.

} We didn't find the big two but added Olive-backed Oriole and Bar-shouldered Dove
to our list.

Then the heavens opened up just as we were stopping for lunch and it was decided our time had come to submit and call
it a day. The drive back to the cars gave us our first raptor of the day - a Black-shouldered Kite sitting in the pouring rain
on a wire.

So, a lacklustre birding day in miserable weather was fun nonetheless due to the four people who braved the elements.
Thank you to all four for making an enjoyable one-car outing.

2 Day Outing: July 8, 2026 CENTRAL COAST WETLANDS Leader: Christina Port
The weather was iffy, but we managed to dodge the showers and it conveniently rained at morning tea and lunch.

Before we started, 200 Little Black Cormorants took off, circled around and headed out. At least 50 Cattle Egrets were in
and around the cattle and golf range. Straw-necked and Australian White Ibis and Purple Swamphen were aplenty.
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Small numbers of Eurasian Coot, Australia Wood Duck and Pacific Black Duck were seen on the water. Pied Butcherbird
and Eastern Rosella were recorded before we headed down the first walk. We observed Striated Thornbill, Juvenile

Golden Whistler, Black-faced Cuckoo Shrike and Golden-headed Cisticola with the highlight being close views of 3

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos - a pair with a young one. A pair of Whistling
Kites were observed. We finished off by the creek with Bell Miners calling,

Eastern Yellow Robin and a calling Bar-shouldered Dove.

After morning tea, we followed the other track. A Great Egret flew off and we
had our first sighting of Red-rumped Parrots. A White-browed Scrubwren
was seen and a lone Fairy Martin flew over the swamp. Australian Pelicans
and a pair of Black Swans cruised across the water. As we headed to lunch,
a Buff-banded Rail was seen skulking near the fence, and a Plumed Egret

was near the bridge.

Iy Yellow-tailed
Thanks to the people who braved the weather, especially Lynette who k> '3'::: ﬁc'::;c:(a’:?o
brought cake. Great company and a bird count of 51 Species. )
SPECIES LIST JUNE 2026

Bird names used and the order in which they occur are in accord with the I0C World Birdlist Version 11.1.2021

First Migrant arrival *
Bold — Threatened and/or rare species

Last Migrant departure **

LN = biggest number since January

OW = Over-winter

Australian Boobook 1 4/06/2026 Strickland SF Guy Dutson
Australian Hobby 1 15/06/2026 Erina Heights Darren Earnshaw
Australian Shoveler 2 24/06/2026 South Wyong STP Graham Nelson
Australian Tern 1 18/06/2026 The Entrance Leeanne Lemke
Black-browed Albatross (impavida) 4 28/06/2026 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson
Black-browed Albatross (melanophris) 12 28/06/2026 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson
Blue Petrel (1st) 1 28/06/2026 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson
Blue-faced Honeyeater 2 8/06/2026 Bateau Bay Nick Carson
Blue-faced Honeyeater 4 28/06/2026 West Gosford Allan Benson
Blue-faced Honeyeater 2 21/06/2026 Wyee Leonie Loewe
Brahminy Kite 1 19/06/2026 Toukley Leeanne Lemke
Brahminy Kite 1 29/06/2026 Gorokan Jay Becton
Brown Falcon 1 24/06/2026 Mangrove Mountain Kaye Pointer
Brown Goshawk 1 6/06/2026 Mangrove Mountain Kaye Pointer
Brown Goshawk 1 9/06/2026 Mt Penang Andrew Robinson
Brown Goshawk 1 6/06/2026 Mangrove Mountain Kaye Pointer
Brown-headed Honeyeater 2 6/06/2026 Mardi Nick Carson
Brown-headed Honeyeater 12 28/06/2026 Chain Valley Bay Nick Carson
Buller's Albatross 3 12/06/2026 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson
Buller's Albatross 3 28/06/2026 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson
Cape Petrel 5 28/06/2026 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson
Collared Sparrowhawk 1 17/06/2026 Mt Penang Andrew Robinson
Collared Sparrowhawk 1 6/06/2026 Erina Nick Carson
Cook’s Petrel (3rd Record) 1 28/06/2026 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson
Crested Shrike-tit 2 6/06/2026 Mardi Nick Carson
Crested Shrike-tit 1 12/06/2026 RTA Ourimbah David Lamont
Double-barred Finch 8 5/05/2026 San Remo Allan Benson
Fairy Prion 10 28/06/2026 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson

Fluttering Shearwater
Fuscous Honeyeater
Fuscous Honeyeater

500 28/06/2026
4/06/2026
3 20/06/2026

—_

Terrigal Pelagic
Bull's Quarry
Bull's Quarry

Andrew Robinson
Allan Benson
Leeanne Lemke
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Fuscous Honeyeater 2 3/06/2026 Wyee Leonie Loewe
Gang Gang Cockatoo 10+ 4 records Mangrove Mountain Kaye Pointer
Glossy Black Cockatoo 2 6 records Mangrove Mountain Kaye Pointer
Glossy Black Cockatoo 1 11/06/2026 Wyee Leonie Loewe
Glossy Black Cockatoo 2 19/06/2026 Narara Ecovillage Guy Dutson
Great Crested Grebe 1 22/06/2026 Chittaway Kyle Bowditch
Grey Goshawk 1 2/06/2026 Buff Point Shaun Harris
Grey Goshawk 1 29/06/2026 Erina Heights Darren Earnshaw
Grey Goshawk 1 13/06/2026 RTA Rest Area, Ourimbah  Carol Abbott
Hutton’s Shearwater 12 28/06/2026 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson
Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross 4 12/06/2026 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson
Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross 8 28/06/2026 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson
Lewin's Rail 1 17/06/2026 Chain Valley Bay Andrew Robinson
Lewin's Rail 1 28/06/2026 Chain Valley Bay Nick Carson
Light-mantled Sooty Albatross (1st) 5 28/06/2026 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson
Little Eagle 1 8/06/2026 Mangrove Mountain Allan Benson
Little Eagle 1 27/06/2026 Mt Penang Andrew Robinson
Little Lorikeet 1 6/06/2026 Mangrove Mountain Kaye Pointer
Little Lorikeet 8 7/06/2026 Wyee Leonie Loewe
Little Raven ***** 1 16/06/2026 Mangrove Mountain Kaye Pointer
Mottled Petrel (2nd record) 1 28/06/2026 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson
New Zealand Wandering Albatross 6 28/06/2026 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson
(gibsoni)

Northern Giant Petrel 1 8/06/2026 Norah Head Chris Jamieson
Northern Giant Petrel 1 21/06/2026 Wybung Head Shaun Harris
Northern Giant Petrel 1 26/06/2026 Terrigal Whale trip Rick Worthy
Pacific Emerald Dove HC  19/06/2026 Narara Eco village Guy Dutson
Pacific Emerald Dove 1 24/06/2026 Holgate Rick Worthy
Peregrine Falcon 1 24/06/2026 Wybung Head Leeanne Lemke
Powerful Owl 1 8/06/2026 Wamberal Nick Carson
Powerful Owl HC  20/06/2026 Wamberal Karmel Baker
Providence Petrel 10 28/06/2026 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson
Rose Robin M+F 17/06/2026 Mangrove Mountain Kaye Pointer
Shy Albatross 9 28/06/2026 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson
Snowy Albatross 1 28/06/2026 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson
Soft-plumaged Petrel (1st record) 1 28/06/2026 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson
Southern Emu wren 2 9/06/2026 Lake Rd, Tuggerah Guy Dutson
Spangled Drongo 1 20/06/2026 McPherson Rd Swamp Leonie Loewe
Spangled Drongo 2 5/06/2026 Tallow Beach Nick Carson
Spangled Drongo 1 27/06/2026 Norah Head Julie Peksis
Spangled Drongo 1 28/06/2026 Pelican Beach Nick Carson
Spotless Crake HC  19/06/2026 Narara Eco village Guy Dutson
Spotless Crake 1 27/06/2026 Cresthaven Wetlands Nick Carson
Spotless Crake 1 19/06/2026 Dubbo Gully Nick Carson
Spotless Crake 1 12/06/2026 RTA Rest Stop, Ourimbah  Nick Carson
Square-tailed Kite 1 2/06/2026 Buff Point Shaun Harris
Square-tailed Kite 1 17/06/2026 Narara Nerida Carter
Square-tailed Kite 1 9/06/2026 Bateau Bay Ruben Brinsmead
Square-tailed Kite 1 21/06/2026 CC Wetlands Wayne Cullen
Striated Pardalote 1 5/06/2026 San Remo Allan Benson
Striated Pardalote 2 4/06/2026 Bateau Bay Nick Carson
Striated Pardalote 2 6/06/2026 Mardi Nick Carson
Swift Parrot 40 6/06/2026 Bateau Bay Nick Carson
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Swift Parrot 2 1/06/2026 Umina Ken Janson
Swift Parrot ** 12 17/06/2026 Bateau Bay Nick Carson
Torresian Crow 3 2/06/2026 Bateau Bay Nick Carson
Varied Sittella 4 19/06/2026 Narara Eco Village Guy Dutson
Varied Sittella 6 28/06/2026 Chain Valley Bay Nick Carson
Varied Sittella 10+ 19/06/2026 Mangrove Mountain Kaye Pointer
Varied Triller M 2/06/2026 RTA David Shuemaker
Wedge-tailed Eagle 1 5/06/2026 Mt Penang Gary Jackson
Wedge-tailed Eagle 1 7 records Mangrove Mountain Kaye Pointer
Wedge-tailed Eagle 1 29/06/2026 Erina Heights Darren Earnshaw
Wedge-tailed Eagle 2 2-21/06/2026 Mt Penang Andrew Robinson
Wedge-tailed Eagle 2 7/06/2026 Wyee Leonie Loewe
Westland Petrel (1st record) 1 28/06/2026 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson
White-fronted Tern* 1 3/06/2026 Soldiers Point Allan Benson
White-fronted Tern 3 28/06/2026 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson
White-headed Petrel (4th record) 3 28/06/2026 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson
White-winged Chough 6 14/06/2026 Dooralong Graham Nelson
Wilson’s Storm Petrel 8 28/06/2026 Terrigal Pelagic Andrew Robinson

***** This is the first accepted record for the Central Coast. Previous records not verified.

TWITCH LIST June, 2026

Nick Carson 219 Julie Peksis 154 Lynette Callaghan 112
Leeanne Lemke 218 Krystyna Lonergan 149 Robyn Price 102
Graham Nelson 206 John Carpenter 148 Margaret Pointer 94
Allan Benson 185 Kaye Pointer 142 Diana Hogan 92
Christina Port 175 Frik Gautschi 130 David Dowling 90
Leonie Loewe 173 Gabrielle Rees 130 Judy Clark 78
Carole Carpenter 160 Chris Jamieson 125 Rowena Wallace 70
Doug Hocking 160 Daniel McKeon 125

Nick Carson leads by a slim margin with Leeanne Lemke hot on his heels. Graham Nelson is not out of the picture.

BIRDATA SURVEYS YTD 2026
Nick Carson 199 | Allan Benson 129 | Frances Westwick | 39 | Nerida Carter 21
Alan Stuart 175 | Frik Gautschi 48 | carl Morris 37 | Robyn Price 15
Leonie Loewe 163 | Leeanne Lemke 48 | Doug Hocking 28 | Ann Lindsay 9
Graham Nelson | 148 | Guy Dutson 41 | C Clutterbuck 21 | Daniel McKeon 3

June surveys were 280 compared with 216 in 2025. YTD surveys 2026 are 1613 compared to 1241 in 2025
There has been a significant increase in surveys completed in the first six months of 2026 compared to 2025.

A new leader this month with Nick Carson overtaking Alan Stuart. Leonie Loewe and Graham Nelson are
putting in great efforts.

Birdata is one way, as a birder, you can contribute to bird conservation.
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SOUTH WYONG SEWAGE TREATMENT WORKS June Survey

4 participants turned up on a cold but sunny winter's day. The water levels were extremely low. Waterfowl numbers were
down on previous surveys with 135 counted on the ponds. The highlights were 2 male Shoveler, a Black-fronted Dotterel,
an over wintering Fairy Martin and two Tawny Grassbirds (unusual here) and a Black-shouldered Kite. 39 species were
recorded overall.

The survey takes place the Wednesday after our meeting. Meet at the Ibis Rd entrance at 9.30am.

Swift Parrot Species Management Plan

Central Coast Council have completed a comprehensive Plan of Management for Swift Parrots. It has identified and
mapped the key tree species and compiled a list of key actions to preserve this habitat. More information is available at
the link below.

Protecting the Swift Parrot Species | Your Voice Our Coast

Terrigal Pelagic Trip Report, Sunday June 28, 2026
Andrew Robinson

It is hard to emphasise just how good Sunday’s Terrigal pelagic was, so I'll instead quote a mate and long-time seabirder
who suggested it was “possibly the single best pelagic in NSW history - certainly this century”. Either way it was a
monumental day, and the stuff pelagic dreams are made of, producing a suite of predominantly Southern Ocean species
and a few species not expected at this time of year. This included genuine NSW rarities in Light-mantled Sooty Albatross,
Blue Petrel, Westland Petrel, Mottled Petrel and Soft-plumaged Petrel, along with White-headed Petrel, Cook’s Petrel and
Cape Petrel which are considered uncommon / irregular off the NSW coast and both Snowy and New Zealand Wandering
Albatross.

The Light-mantled Sooty Albatross (5)
and Blue Petrel (4) counts are possibly
the highest recorded for NSW, while 4
species were added to the Central Coast
LGA list and 6 to the Terrigal pelagic trip
. list which now stands at 62 pelagic
species from 42 outings.

Westland Petrel
Andrew Robinson

Unsurprisingly it was the highest

diversity seen for a Terrigal pelagic with

23 taxa recorded, 19 of which were
tubenoses.

As follows:

Light-mantled Sooty Albatross — 5,*Black-browed Albatross (melanophris) — 12, Black-browed Albatross (impavida) — 4,
Shy Albatross — 9, Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross — 8, Buller’s Albatross — 3, Snowy Albatross — 1, New Zealand
Wandering Albatross (gibsoni) — 6, Wilson’s Storm Petrel — 8, Cape Petrel — 5, Fairy Prion — 10 , Soft-plumaged Petrel —
1, Providence Petrel — 24, White-headed Petrel — 3, Mottled Petrel — 1, Cook’s Petrel — 1, Blue Petrel — 4, Westland Petrel
— 1, Fluttering Shearwater — 500 , Hutton’s Shearwater — 12, White-fronted Tern — 3, Greater Crested Tern — 14 , Silver
Gull — 1, Australasian Gannet — 180

It would be remiss of me not to mention the late Alan Morris who | know would have taken great joy in hearing about such
an incredible day off the Central Coast where he had such a positive impact.

A huge thanks to everyone that joined us and to the most accommodating skipper going around, Paul Minto. Magical
days like this aren’t possible without your continued support and efforts.
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But Then

Terrigal Pelagic Trip Report, Wednesday July 1, 2026
Andrew Robinson

What a difference a few days can make. After a trip for the ages the Sunday before last, a follow up trip was hastily
organised in the hope of jagging some more Southern Ocean specialties. However, excitement levels soon faded as it
became apparent seabird activity had significantly decreased in between time. Once at the shelf break, small numbers of
expected Albatross species, regular mid-range Providence Petrels and the odd Wilson’s Storm Petrel kept us interested,
but this was unfortunately as interesting as it got.

Leaving the shelf earlier than normal, we ventured a drift on the return trip which produced more of the same. That was
until just as we were about to call it quits, a Brown Skua arrived and alighted at the back of the boat, providing something
of a highlight. It was a disappointing day in the end, especially given the context, and was our quietest Winter trip and
second quietest trip ever in terms of species diversity.

In total only 9 species were seen beyond The Haven:
Black-browed Albatross — 11, Indian Yellow Nosed Albatross — 9, Buller's Albatross — 2, Providence Petrel — 18, Wilson’s
Storm Petrel — 6, Fluttering Shearwater — 2 , Brown Skua — 1, Greater Crested Tern — 8, Australasian Gannet — 105

Terrigal Pelagic Trip Report, Saturday July 11, 2026

Andrew Robinson

I’'m sure | speak for everyone when | say Saturday’s trip was a thoroughly enjoyable day thanks to regular seabird activity,
benign conditions and great company. Once at the shelf break and with a slick in place, we were afforded excellent views
of Fairy Prion, Wilson’s Storm Petrel and White-faced Storm Petrel which were a constant over the slick, along with a trio

of Cape Petrel which regularly alighted at the back of the boat.

Other highlights included Grey-faced Petrel, Northern Giant Petrel, a New Zealand Wandering Albatross late in the day
and a pair of Brown Skua a few miles from shore.

17 species, 13 of which were tubenoses, were observed which represented above average species diversity.

Black-browed Albatross (melanophris) — 13, Black-browed Albatross (impavida) — 1, Black-browed Albatross — 16, Shy
Albatross — 6, Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross — 6, Buller’s Albatross — 7, New Zealand Wandering Albatross (gibsoni) —1,
Wilson’s Storm Petrel — 11, White-faced Storm Petrel — 3, Northern Giant Petrel — 1, Cape Petrel — 3. Fairy Prion — 22.
Grey-faced Petrel — 3, Providence Petrel — 24, Fluttering Shearwater — 3, Fluttering type Shearwater — 4, Brown Skua — 3,
Greater Crested Tern — 2, Silver Gull — 2, Australasian Gannet — 75

A ‘once-in-a-lifetime’ mystery is unfolding over the east coast ‘
i Soft-plu d Petrel
Mike Foley :mrsw%
An unprecedented phenomenon is unfolding off the eastern seaboard as vast
flocks of sub-Antarctic seabirds, including some never seen in these waters,
converge just over the horizon from our major cities after journeying thousands of
kilometres from their Southern Ocean home. They are currently circling the skies in
the Tasman Sea, having ridden the storms of the unseasonably warm Southern
Ocean near places like Macquarie Island, and many species are so rare that even
the most seasoned seabird watchers have declared this a once-in-a-lifetime event.
The seabirds may also have brought the H5N1 bird flu to NSW for the first time. On
Friday, the government reported a suspected case from a Giant Petrel at Hawks
Nest.

The cause of this curiosity remains a mystery for now, but experts think a marine heatwave in the Southern Ocean may
be a factor, as the birds’ typical feeding patterns are disrupted by a shift in their food sources. Most of these birds,
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including an array of albatross and petrel species, are concentrated on the continental shelf around 30 kilometres
offshore. However, some are venturing close to shore if they are hungry, tired or blown in by storms and may be spotted
from headlands and beaches.

“There is a huge, unprecedented influx of Southern Ocean seabirds to the eastern seaboard. They have pushed into the
Tasman Sea and the south-western Coral Sea off south-east Queensland,” said University of NSW ecologist Simon
Gorta. “It is possible that a widespread heatwave across the southern Tasman Sea and Southern Ocean south of New
Zealand has displaced these seabirds from this region if it has depleted available food for them, but it is difficult to
speculate at this stage.”

The deadly H5N1 bird flu virus has been brought to Western and South Australia by Southern Ocean Seabirds. It is
unclear if these birds, which are thought to come from around Macquarie Island, will also carry the virus.

Bird enthusiasts are particularly excited by the first-ever documented visit to NSW waters of the Kerguelen Petrel, a
relatively small seabird around 33 centimetres in length, with a wingspan of around 80 centimetres. Other small to
medium-sized seabirds that are rarely sighted so far north include the Blue Petrel, Southern Fulmar, and the Antarctic
Prion. Large seabirds, with wingspans of 2 metres or more, include the Light-Mantled Sooty Albatross, Northern and
Southern Giant Petrels, and Antipodean Albatross.

James Bennett, a musician by trade, runs Port Macquarie Pelagic seabird charters, a reference to pelagic birds that
spend most of their lives on the high seas and typically only return to land to breed. “I guess you'’d call it an obsession,
more than a hobby of mine,” Bennett said. His charters are normally monthly, but he has organised several trips in a few
days to take advantage of the seabird bonanza. “These birds are mega rarities off the East Coast,” he said. “You can only
dream of seeing birds like this, so we’ll take it while we can get it.”

Andrew Robinson also organises seabird boat trips and runs the Central Coast Pelagics Facebook page. “I've been a
pelagic birder for the best part of 15 years now and, in that time, we certainly haven’t seen anything like this before. Some
mates that have been seabirding longer than me are suggesting that it's a once-in-a-lifetime event. “We did a trip out of
Terrigal last week and it's been talked about as perhaps the best NSW pelagic trip ever undertaken. It was the best hour-
and-a-half of birding I've ever had in my life.”

Robinson said he loves the excitement and intrigue of the seabirds and their travels, which in the case of albatross can
see them rack up to 10 million kilometres of flight in their life. “With land birding, you can have a reasonable idea where a
bird is found. You seek out the right habitat, and you can usually find out where birds have been seen in the past and
generally go and see that bird. Seabirding is a totally different scenario.

“There’s so many unknowns when it comes to seabirds in terms of their ecology and their distribution and their
movements around the ocean.”

Just as mysteriously as they appeared, there are signs the seabirds are dispersing from the east coast. But with yet more
Southern Ocean storms on the way, their unpredictable lives may take yet another unexpected turn.

Brown skuas and giant petrels rarely make landfall. When they were found in WA, scientists
feared ‘bad news’ for wildlife

Experts thought H5N1 bird flu would more likely reach Australia’s north. But an arrival from
Antarctica had always been possible

Graham Readfearn

Brown skuas and giant petrels are a common sight offshore in southern Australian waters in the winter months, but they
will rarely risk venturing on to land. So, when two of these birds were discovered sick — on beaches a few kilometres apart
on Western Australia’s southern coastline — it was a sign something might be wrong.

On Monday it was confirmed the giant petrel had tested positive for the H5N1 strain of avian influenza, two days after the
case was confirmed in the skua. Both birds have since died.
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The virus has killed millions of birds and mammals around the world since 2021 but, until now, Australia was the only
continent it had failed to reach.

Now governments and wildlife experts are waiting anxiously to see if the two cases represent the beginning of a wave of
infections, fearing devastating consequences for Australian wildlife and industry.

Almost 60 reports of sick and dead birds in Western Australia were made to a nationwide hotline at the weekend.
Australia’s chief veterinary officer, Dr Beth Cookson, said there was no sign that the two infections had spread to other
birds. But the cases have put experts and government agencies on high alert.

Because the disease first emerged in the northern hemisphere and much of its devastation has occurred there, experts
told the Guardian it was thought more likely that, if it reached Australia, it would affect the northern coastline first.
But an arrival from Antarctica and its surrounds had always been seen as a possibility.

“Biosecurity had our eyes on the northern hemisphere,” said Dr Lauren Roman, a seabird researcher at the University of
Tasmania’s Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies. “We had been warned about the arrival of migratory shorebirds and
seabirds and that the virus could come in with them.”

She said for more than two years there had
been ongoing surveillance by agencies and
scientists all around Australia, constantly
checking for the disease. But, until now, all
tests had returned negative.

Giant petrels and Brown Skuas both breed in
Antarctica’s summer but leave the frozen
continent when temperatures tumble, spending
the winter months foraging at sea to the north,
including in Australia’s southern waters. Both
the birds will also scavenge for food. Roman
said this practice is thought to be one way the
disease could have spread around Antarctica
and how these two birds may have contracted
the disease. “Skuas have been implicated in
the spread [of the disease] but it's not
inherently their fault,” said Simon Gorta, a
researcher and ecologist in the Centre for
Ecosystem Science at the University of New
South Wales. “It’s a virus that has spread
around the world and seabirds are already
highly threatened so this is bad news for them
too.”

More than 13,000 seal pups died from the disease between October last year and January, alongside penguins and
petrels, Australian scientists revealed last week. “There’s potential that there could be other birds coming up — other
species and other individuals — that could come in to our shores because they are sick,” said Dale Wright, the acting
director of conservation science at BirdLife Australia.

These are pelagic bird species — meaning they sleep and forage at sea — and they rarely come ashore unless they are
either sick or they see something inviting on a beach, such as a whale carcass, to feed on. But Roman and Wright both
said if a sick bird came ashore and died, it could easily be fed on by other birds — including gulls — which could then move
the disease into other populations, making it impossible to eradicate.

Anyone who finds sick or dead birds or marine mammals is advised to avoid the animals and not handle them; instead
take photos or a video and call the Emergency Animal Disease Hotline on 1800 675 888.
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