
Central Coast Group – Birding NSW 
 

 
The Twitcher September 2026  Page 1 
 

The Twitcher 
  September 

            2026 

CENTRAL COAST GROUP, BIRDING NSW 
Editorial Team: Allan Benson (0457 458 274) Wendy Mitchell (0423 388 529) & Robyn Price Volume 21, No. 9 

DATE ACTIVITIES LEADER/SPEAKER 

Tea, coffee, and biscuits will be available at the end of the meeting. 

 To cover hall hire and refreshments a donation of $4 would be appreciated. 

 
Tonight’s Meeting: Tonight’s speaker is Liz Noble. Liz and Rick took a trip by boat from Darwin to Cairns which covered 

some rarely visited territory. Liz documented her trip with photos which she will present to the group. 

 

Last Meeting: Rob Benson gave an entertaining presentation backed by great photos of some iconic birds of the Top 

End. All the key sites around Darwin were visited, including Lee Point, East Point, Botanic Gardens and Buffalo Creek, as 

well as Katherine, Timber Creek, Pine Creek and Kakadu. The sought-after Northern Shrike-tit was found and a 

Swinhoe’s Snipe on the Yellow Waters cruise was a bonus. It was really enjoyed by the 29 people in attendance.  

It was a pleasure to have Anne Morris attend the meeting.  

Webpage: Don’t forget to check out the Birding NSW Webpage www.birdingnsw.org.au where there is plenty of info about 

outings, photograph gallery, and general info about the Club. Well worth a visit! Check out Central Coast Birders on Face-

book as well! It has now reached 1800 members. A great job Malcolm Hill! The Facebook page is a huge success allowing 

bird-related issues to reach over 800 people on the Central Coast. 

 

Total Fire Ban Days and Outings: Outings may be cancelled on days of total fire bans. This will be determined on a 

case-by-case basis and will depend on the planned birding site being accessible and the potential risk. This decision 

will be made by the leader. If the outing is cancelled it will be published on Central Coast Birders Facebook. If in 

doubt, contact the outing leader. 

 

22/9/2026  Next Meeting: From Darwin to Cairns  Liz Noble 

  Meet: 7.30pm Tuggerah Progress Hall, Anzac Rd, Tuggerah, opposite Hungry Jacks 

26/9/2026  Outing: Mangrove Mountain    REMEMBER TO REGISTER  
Margaret & 
Kaye Pointer 

  
Meet: 8.30am Mangrove Mountain shops 
    Cnr Wiseman’s Ferry & Waratah Roads, Mangrove Mountain 

 4374 1163 

14/10/2026  ½ day Outing: Dooralong, Jilliby, Lemon Tree  REMEMBER TO REGISTER  Carole Carpenter 

  Meet: 8.30am Cemetery, Cnr Dooralong and Hue Hue Rds, Jilliby  0490 045 361 

27/10/2026  Next Meeting: Birding in the USA  Chris Jamieson 

  Meet: 7.30pm Tuggerah Progress Hall, Anzac Rd, Tuggerah, opposite Hungry Jacks 

31/10/2026  Outing: Teralba     REMEMBER TO REGISTER  Meryl Newton 

  
Meet: 8.30am Tulkaba Park, York St, Teralba 
  

 0435 780 380 

11/11/2026  ½ day Outing: The Coastal Lagoons   REMEMBER TO REGISTER  Frik Gautschi 

  Meet: 8.30am Remembrance Drive, Wamberal   0404 467 097 

 
Note: For all Outings bring your morning tea and lunch. A chair is a good idea. 

 

http://www.birdingnsw.org.au/
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Saving Stamps: Please save used stamps (on paper, trimmed) and pass to Wendy Mitchell for donation to charity. 

 

CAMPS 2026 
 

Tue 20th - Thu 22nd 

October 

 
Sandy 
Hollow 

Lynette Callaghan 
& 

Margaret Vallance 

 
0438 495 562 

Sandy Hollow Tourist Retreat 
1618 Golden Highway, Sandy Hollow 
02 6547 4575 
www.sandyhollowtouristretreat.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT WAS NEW in August and WHAT CAN WE EXPECT in September/October? 

The standout record for August was a Singing Honeyeater at Bouddi National 

Park. This is the 2nd record for the Central Coast and comes about a year after 

the first at North Entrance. Note - again, right on the coast and probably blown in 

by the prevailing westerly wind. A slew of raptor sightings: Wedge-tailed Eagle 

(13), Little Eagle (6), Brahminy Kite (4), Grey Goshawk (11). Again, good 

numbers of Glossy Black Cockatoo reports with 6 records spread right around the 

coast.  

 

The bulk of spring migrants have been 

reported: Fairy Martin, White-breasted 

Woodswallow, Latham’s Snipe, Dollarbird, Red Knot, Whimbrel, Far Eastern 

Curlew, White-throated Gerygone, Wood Sandpiper, Rainbow Bee-eater, 

Rufous Whistler, Koel, Channel-billed Cuckoo and Black-faced Monarch. 

 

Birding should be good in September/October as the birds are breeding and 

thus calling. Keep an eye out for Leaden Flycatcher, Cicadabird and Brush 

Cuckoo. 

 

OUTINGS 

½ Day Outing: August 12, 2026  MOONEY MOONEY CREEK/ GIRRAKOOL LOOP   Leader: Doug Hocking  

It was a cold, overcast, dank morning on the Mooney Mooney Creek for the 9 hardy birders who faced a not-so-promising 

walk along the estuary. However, the birds were surprisingly active for such a morning. Some highlight birds we saw and 

heard were Regent Bowerbird, Green Catbird, Superb Lyrebird, Varied Sittella, Large-billed Scrubwren, and Rose Robin. 

Other birds included Pied Currawong, Golden Whistler, Satin Bowerbird, Rainbow Lorikeet, Bell Miner, Eastern Yellow 

PAY YOUR MEETING DONATION ELECTRONICALLY 

Don’t scratch around for cash! 

Graham Nelson has set up an account so your meeting donation can be paid electronically: 
BSB: 063097 A/C: 89676934 

Birthday Breakfast on 9th November 

Meryl Newton and Noel Lonergan will be celebrating very significant milestone birthdays later this year. 

 

Let’s join them for breakfast at Waterfall Café, Mt Penang Gardens, on Monday 9th November at 9am  

to celebrate their big days. Presents are BANNED, in case you don’t know.  

We may have a birding stroll afterwards, weather and mood permitting. 

 

Please text or phone Frik Gautschi on 0404 467 097 to confirm numbers. 

 

Singing Honeyeater 
Lissette Salmon 

Rainbow Bee-eater 
Rick Gatenby 

http://www.sandyhollowtouristretreat.com.au/
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Robin, Noisy Friarbird, Brown Gerygone, White-throated Treecreeper, Sulphur-crested 

Cockatoo, Crimson Rosella, Lewin’s Honeyeater, Eastern Whipbird, White-browed 

Scrubwren, Brown Thornbill, Grey Shrike-thrush, Kookaburra, Eastern Spinebill, Fantail 

Cuckoo, Yellow-faced Honeyeater, Red-browed Finch, Grey Fantail, Wonga Pigeon and 

Little Pied Cormorant.  

 

We then moved to Girrakool Picnic Area for morning tea. By this time, the low cloud had 

lifted and the sun was shining, with no breeze. We walked the Girrakool Loop of 2 kms 

which I think is one of the best short 

walks in the Sydney Sandstone 

Basin. The wildflowers were not quite 

at their peak but after a wet winter 

the general vegetation was looking at 

its best. Alas, the birds were few and far between but enough to keep 

us interested. Birds recorded were: Spotted Pardalote, Striated 

Thornbill, Superb Fairywren, Variegated Fairywren, Yellow-tailed 

Black Cockatoo. I heard a Fuscous Honeyeater when doing the 

recce.  

 

We had a very pleasant lunch in the sunny, calm conditions and a 

total of 46 species were seen and heard for the morning. 

 
Outing August 29, 2026    DUBBO GULLY      Leaders: Kaye and Margaret Pointer 

A cool 8°C to start our day’s birding. While we signed on, sorted cars and passengers, common birds such as Grey 

Fantail, Superb Fairy Wren, and Brown Cuckoo-Dove, were listed. The drive down Waratah Road to the gate added a few 

expected birds, passengers in the second car even sighted a Rockwarbler. Strolling south of the Mangrove Creek bridge, 

Noisy Friarbird and Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo were the first birds to show, followed by Grey Shrike-thrush, Satin 

Bowerbird, Yellow-faced Honeyeater, Fan-tailed Cuckoo, a flock of Red-browed Finch, and a Pelican. On the return, a 

bevy of Brown Quail startled the lead group as they flew from long grass beside the track. A short walk across the bridge 

to see Eastern Spinebill, Willie Wagtail, and a male Scarlet Myzomela. During morning tea, a distress call from a Sulphur 

crested Cockatoo drew our attention to a circling Square-tailed Kite. A short walk up the creek only added Variegated 

Fairywren.  

 

On the edge of the wetland below Fairview Homestead, Darter, Little Pied Cormorant, 5 Purple Swamphen caused a stir 

and nearby Brush Turkey labored away moving leaf litter. Walking down Ten Mile Hollow Road, Bell Miner, Spotted 

Pardalote and a Lyrebird made an appearance. One lucky observer spotted a Bassian Thrush, skulking away. A short 

stop to check around the cemetery was quiet until a raptor was sighted, a dirty looking, immature White-bellied Sea-

Eagle, shortly followed by 4 Glossy Black Cockatoo.  

 

The west end of Waratah Road added Eastern and Crimson 

Rosella, Crested Pigeon, Yellow-rumped Thornbill, Australasian 

Grebe and Cattle Egret to our list. The weather was great for 

birding – calm, partly cloudy and warmed from single digits to a 

comfortable 19-20°C.  

 

Highlights from Waratah Road and Dubbo Gully were Square-

tailed Kite, Brown Quail, Glossy Black Cockatoo and the Pelican 

- an unusual sighting. No Rose Robin or Jacky Winter! The 66 

birds seen or identified by call, is closer to our 2019 record of 75 

species. It was a first visit to Dubbo Gully for 5 of our group - we 

hope you all found the location and birding enjoyable. The 

leaders extend their appreciation for the companionship and 

assistance of the 18 birders.  

 

Thank you to Central Coast Council for allowing us access to Dubbo Gully. 

Green Catbird 
Nerida Carter 

Hardy Birders 
Doug Hocking 

Glossy Black 
Cockatoo 
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Outing: September 9,2026   OURIMBAH      Leader: Graham Nelson 

What a morning, that kicked off well and somehow turned into an epic day, at least until lunch crashed the party. The 

morning started off a bit nippy, but soon the sun decided to show off its warm side. Then lunchtime came along and the 

wind decided to throw a tantrum, making things a bit less pleasant. I usually get there early to catch the birds hitting their 

wake-up routine and I did a quick roll call. Lucky me, the Varied Triller was busy calling and hopping about 10 feet up in 

the trees, giving me a decent show. Fingers crossed it sticks around. 

 

Thirteen fellow bird nerds joined me at the Rest Stop. From there, we cruised to the Landcare entrance and wandered 

through the RTA reserve. The moment we stepped in, it was like a bird party: White-browed Scrubwren, Brown Gerygone, 

Yellow-throated Scrubwren with nests (talk about multitasking), Brown Thornbill, Lewin's Honeyeater, and probably Large-

billed Scrubwren all started chatting away. They were everywhere through the reserve. We soon spotted two Brown 

Cuckoo-Doves strutting down the track. At the first clearing Scarlet Honeyeater, Red-browed Finch, Red-whiskered 

Bulbul, Grey Fantail, and Yellow Robin kept us entertained. Someone asked for Bassian Thrush and Large-billed 

Scrubwren - little did they know I’d set up a surprise cameo. It was a 

surprise to me, LOL, but there they were. Big thanks to Gabrielle for 

spotting the Bassian Thrush. A Bar-shouldered Dove and a Brush 

Turkey casually walked the track like they owned the place. Golden 

Whistler and Eastern Whipbird made frequent appearances and a 

Wonga Pigeon kept up a soundtrack most of the walk. We even found 

a White-throated Treecreeper and caught a Shining Bronze-Cuckoo’s 

tune on the way back. 

 

Back at the Rest Stop for morning tea, John Carpenter, who skipped 

the RTA, reported male Regent Bowerbirds and a Black-faced 

Monarch. The Varied Triller gave a single call from the tall trees at the entrance but stayed hidden - a major bummer. A 

Collared Sparrowhawk zipped overhead like it had somewhere better to be. The track through the fence treated us to a 

bunch of Lewin's Honeyeaters, Eastern Spinebill, Silvereye, and a sprinkle of Little Wattlebirds, Scarlet Honeyeater, and 

Noisy Friarbird. 

 

Next stop: Ourimbah TAFE, where cameras are a no-go. However, we still spotted Dusky Moorhen, Australian Wood 

Duck, Chestnut Teal, White-faced Heron, Australian White Ibis, Little Black Cormorant, Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike and a 

Spotted Pardalote. 

 

Lunch was windy (thanks, Mother Nature) at Bill Sohier Park, featuring Australasian Figbird, Pied Currawong, Grey 

Butcherbird, Eastern Rosella, and a Rock Dove just chilling. 

 

Along the way, other birds popped up too, bringing our grand total to 64 species for the day. I’m thrilled some folks scored 

lifers! Huge thanks to everyone for joining me on this wild, bird-filled adventure. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bassian Thrush 
Nerida Carter 
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SPECIES LIST AUGUST 2026 

Bird names used and the order in which they occur are in accord with the IOC World Birdlist Version 11.1.2021 

First Migrant arrival * Last Migrant departure ** LN = biggest number since January OW = Over-winter  

Bold – Threatened and/or rare species 

 

Black-faced Monarch * 1 12/08/2026 Jack Gear Oval  John Carpenter 

Black-browed Albatross  15 7/08/2026 Terrigal Pelagic  Andrew Robinson  

Black-necked Stork 1 29/08/2026 Ourimbah Leeanne Lemke 

Brahminy Kite 1 15/08/2026 Chain Valley Bay Andrew Robinson  

Brahminy Kite 2 17/08/2026 Davistown  Gary Jackson 

Brahminy Kite 1 16/08/2026 Chain Valley Bay Andrew Robinson  

Brahminy Kite 1 22/08/2026 Nth Entrance Andrew Robinson  

Brown Goshawk 1 2/08/2026 Wilfred Barrett Dve, Magenta  Leeanne Lemke 

Brown Goshawk 1 21/08/2026 Mardi Carole Carpenter 

Brown Goshawk 1 23/08/2026 Bull's Quarry Andrew Robinson  

Brown Goshawk 1 28/08/2026 CC Wetlands Andrew Robinson  

Brown Goshawk 1 29/08/2026 Mangrove Mountain  Andrew Robinson  

Brown Quail  3 9/08/2026 Magenta  Andrew Robinson  

Brown Quail  2 22/08/2026 Magenta  Andrew Robinson  

Brown Skua  5 7/08/2026 Terrigal Pelagic  Andrew Robinson  

Brown-headed Honeyeater 1 28/08/2026 Wyee Leonie Loewe 

Brush Bronzewing  4 2/08/2026 Magenta  Andrew Robinson  

Brush Bronzewing  3 9/08/2026 Magenta  Andrew Robinson  

Brush Bronzewing  2 16/08/2026 Magenta  Andrew Robinson  

Brush Bronzewing  1 22/08/2026 Magenta  Andrew Robinson  

Buller's Albatross 8 7/08/2026 Terrigal Pelagic  Andrew Robinson  

Crested Shrike-tit 1 18/08/2026 Palmdale  Michael Ronan 

Crested Shrike-tit 2 30/08/2026 Mangrove Mountain  Kaye Pointer  

Crested Shrike-tit  3 1/08/2026 Yarramalong Andrew Robinson  

Dusky Woodswallow 2 25/08/2026 Bucketty Waterhole Allan Benson 

Emerald Dove 5 2/08/2026 Palmdale  J & C Carpenter 

Far Eastern Curlew 1 17/08/2026 Saratoga Gary Jackson 

Fluttering Shearwater 7 7/08/2026 Terrigal Pelagic  Andrew Robinson  

Fuscous Honeyeater 12 23/08/2026 Brisbane Water NP Andrew Robinson  

Fuscous Honeyeater 2 8/08/2026 Wyee Leonie Loewe 

Gang-gang Cockatoo 2 30/08/2026 Mangrove Mountain  Kaye Pointer  

Gang-gang Cockatoo 4 30/08/2026 Olney SF Andrew Robinson  

Glossy Black Cockatoo  1 16/08/2026 Somersby Michael Whitttaker  

Glossy Black Cockatoo 2 9/08/2026 Lake Haven  Peter Mortimer  

Glossy Black Cockatoo 3 18/08/2026 Mt White Sue Watts 

Glossy Black Cockatoo 3 21/08/2026 Lisarow Hunt Muse 

Glossy Black Cockatoo 2 22/08/2026 Munmorah SCA Meryl Newton 

Glossy Black Cockatoo      7 records Mangrove Mountain  Kaye Pointer  

Great Crested Grebe 1 25/08/2026 Mangrove Dam  Allan Benson 

Great Crested Grebe 2 29/08/2026 Mangrove Dam  Andrew Robinson  

Grey Goshawk 2 5/08/2026 CC Wetlands  Allan Benson 

Grey Goshawk      9 records Mangrove Mountain  Kaye Pointer  

Grey Goshawk 1 28/08/2026 CC Wetlands Andrew Robinson  

Hutton's Shearwater 6 7/08/2026 Terrigal Pelagic  Andrew Robinson  

Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross 20 7/08/2026 Terrigal Pelagic  Andrew Robinson  
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Latham's Snipe* 1 23/08/2026 CC Wetlands  Leeanne Lemke 

Lewin's Rail 1 4/08/2026 CC Wetlands  Leeanne Lemke 

Lewin's Rail 2 11/08/2026 Cresthaven Wetlands Nick Carson  

Lewin's Rail 2 23/08/2026 Bull's Quarry Andrew Robinson  

Little Eagle  2 6/08/2026 Waratah Rd, Mangrove Mtn Allan Benson 

Little Eagle  1 4/08/2026 Mangrove Mountain  Margaret Pointer  

Little Eagle  1 16/08/2026 CC Wetlands  Em Rodgers 

Little Eagle       3 records Mangrove Mountain  Kaye Pointer  

Little Eagle  1 17/08/2026 Tuggerah Andrew Robinson  

Little Grassbird 1 5/08/2026 Forresters Beach  Nick Carson  

Little Grassbird 1 23/08/2026 CC Wetlands  Leeanne Lemke 

Little Grassbird 2 25/08/2026 CC Wetlands  Allan Benson 

Little Lorikeet 2 30/08/2026 Wyee Leonie Loewe 

Mistletoebird 1 23/08/2026 Brisbane Waters NP Andrew Robinson  

Mistletoebird 1 14 & 29/08 Wyee Leonie Loewe 

Musk Duck 5 13/08/2026 Chittaway Bay Nick Carson  

Noisy Pitta HC 12/08/2026 Jack Gear Reserve John Carpenter 

Noisy Pitta 2 21/08/2026 Olney SF Andrew Robinson  

Northern Giant-petrel  3 7/08/2026 Terrigal Pelagic  Andrew Robinson  

NZ Wandering Albatross 1 7/08/2026 Terrigal Pelagic  Andrew Robinson  

Pacific Baza 2 27/08/2026 Copacabana  Pat Neve 

Pacific Baza 1 28/08/2026 CC Wetlands Andrew Robinson  

Pheasant Cuckoo HC 21/08/2026 Mangrove Mountain  Kaye Pointer  

Powerful Owl MF 5/08/2026 Gosford  Nick Carson 

Powerful Owl HC 22/08/2026 Ourimbah Jill Nelson  

Providence Petrel  3 7/08/2026 Terrigal Pelagic  Andrew Robinson  

Rainbow Bee-eater 8 26/08/2026 Pelican Beach Lookout Mark Smith  

Rainbow Bee-eater 3 22/08/2026 Nth Entrance Andrew Robinson  

Rainbow Bee-eater* 2 21/08/2026 Magenta  Meryl Newton 

Rockwarbler 1 25/08/2026 Mangrove Dam  Allan Benson 

Rose Robin 1 22/08/2026 Ourimbah Darren Earnshaw 

Rose Robin 1 12/08/2026 Jack Gear Reserve John Carpenter 

Rufous Whistler* 1 13/08/2026 Wyee Leonie Loewe 

Shy Albatross 4 7/08/2026 Terrigal Pelagic  Andrew Robinson  

Singing Honeyeater (2nd Record) 1 16/08/2026 Bouddi NP Lissette Salmon 

Southern Emu-wren  2 8/08/2026 Doyalson  Andrew Robinson  

Spangled Drongo 1 31/08/2026 Wyrrabalong NP Isaac Milne 

Spotless Crake  1 11/08/2026 Cresthaven Wetlands Nick Carson  

Square-tailed Kite 1 2/08/2026 North Entrance Andrew Robinson  

Square-tailed Kite 1 2/08/2026 Magenta  Andrew Robinson  

Square-tailed Kite 1 18/08/2026 Blackwall  Darren Earnshaw 

Square-tailed Kite      2 records Mardi Carole Carpenter 

Striated Pardalote  3 8/08/2026 Doyalson  Andrew Robinson  

Torresian Crow  3 12/08/2026 Westfields, Tuggerah Carole Carpenter 

Tree Martin 1 4/08/2026 Mangrove Mountain  Kaye Pointer  

Varied Sittella 3 16/08/2026 CC Wetlands  David Schuemaker 

Varied Sittella 3 30/08/2026 Mangrove Mountain  Kaye Pointer  

Wedge-tailed Eagle 1 10/08/2026 Wyee Leonie Loewe 

Wedge-tailed Eagle     12 records Mangrove Mountain  Kaye Pointer  

White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike 1 25/08/2026 Bucketty Waterhole Allan Benson 
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White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike  1 3/08/2026 CC Wetlands  Julie Peksis  

White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike  1 14/08/2026 Forresters Beach  Nick Carson  

White-breasted Woodswallow * 4 18/08/2026 Tumbi Wetlands  Nick Carson 

White-faced Storm-petrel  3 7/08/2026 Terrigal Pelagic  Andrew Robinson  

Wood Sandpiper 1 3/08/2026 CC Wetlands Julie Peksis 

 
 
 TWITCH LIST  August, 2026 
 

Nick Carson 228 Krystyna Lonergan 161 Daniel McKeon 125 

Graham Nelson 224 Julie Peksis  160 Robyn Price 107 

Leeanne Lemke 221 Kaye Pointer  150 Margaret Pointer 103 

Allan Benson 199 John Carpenter 149 Diana Hogan 98 

Leonie Loewe 180 Gabrielle Rees  142 David Dowling 91 

Christina Port 175 Frik Gautschi 134 Judy Clark 84 

Doug Hocking 172 Chris Jamieson 132 Rowena Wallace 70 

Carole Carpenter 166 Lynette Callaghan 130   

 

Nick Carson has maintained his lead but Graham Nelson and Leeanne Lemke are still in the running, 

 

 BIRDATA SURVEYS   YTD 2026 
 

Alan Stuart  236 Allan Benson 155 Leeanne Lemke 42 Meryl Newton 22 

Nick Carson 225 Carl Morris  56 Frances Westwick 41 C Clutterbuck 22 

Leonie Loewe  223 Frik Gautschi 49  Nerida Carter 29 Robyn Price 20 

Graham Nelson 196 Guy Dutson  45  Doug Hocking  27 Ann Lindsay 9 

      Daniel McKeon 3 
 

August surveys were 183 compared with 160 in 2025. YTD surveys 2026 are 1996 compared to 1710 in 2025. 

There has been a significant increase in surveys completed in the first seven months of 2026 compared to 2025. 

 

It is a really close-run race this year, with little between Alan Stuart, Nick Carson and Leonie Loewe. 

 

Birdata is one-way birders can contribute to bird conservation.  

 

PRESS RELEASE TO CENTRAL COMMUNITY NEWS 

A dedication ceremony to honour the late Alan Morris AM 

was held at Central Coast Wetlands-Pioneer Dairy on 

Monday 24th August. A plaque was unveiled on a seat 

overlooking a prime birdwatching site by the guest of 

honour, Anne Morris. 

 

Alan Morris was an inaugural member of the Central Coast 

Wetlands-Pioneer Dairy board and played a significant part 

in ensuring the wetlands became one of the most popular 

birdwatching places in NSW. Alan was the patron and a life 

member of Birding NSW. 

 

Birding NSW has sponsored three seats at the dairy. 

President, Tom Wilson spoke about the important 

Glossy Ibis 
Chris Jamieson 
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contribution that the Alan had on the organisation while the chairperson of the Central Coast Wetlands board - Jed Field - 

remembered Alan as a mentor and paid tribute to the role he played in the revegetation of the wetlands to make it the 

great environment for wildlife it is today.  

 

Allan Benson, spokesperson for Central Coast Group-Birding NSW said “it was pleasing to see such as great turnout of 

people to the event which demonstrated the respect and esteem that Alan had among the birding community. This plaque 

is a permanent reminder of the monumental contribution he made to both birding and the Wetlands.” 

 
SOUTH WYONG SEWAGE TREATMENT WORKS August Survey 
 

Four participants turned up on a gloomy, overcast day which threatened rain. The water levels were still somewhat low 

although a channel had been dug from the back pond which was filling the main pond. The waterfowl numbers on the 

ponds were still low with only 85 counted, mostly Australasian Grebe and Black Duck. The highlights were: Hobby, Grey 

Goshawk and 3 Black-fronted Dotterel. A good count of 48 species was recorded overall.  

 

The survey takes place the Wednesday after our meeting. Meet at the Ibis Rd entrance at 9.30am. 

  

 

Terrigal Pelagic Trip Report, September 4, 2026 
Andrew Robinson 
 

Highlights of the Terrigal pelagic on 4th September included: Black-Browed, Shy, 

Buller’s and Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross, a Northern Giant Petrel, White-faced 

Storm Petrel, Providence Petrel, reasonable numbers of returning Wedge-tailed 

Shearwater and both Hutton’s and Fluttering Shearwaters including some good-

sized rafts / feeding flocks on the return trip. 

 

 

Understanding the Breeding Strategies of NSW Woodland and Forest Birds  

(Condensed Version by Copilot) - original published in NSW Bird Atlassers Newsletter 

Dick Cooper 

 

Australian birds do not share a single breeding season. While many woodland and forest species show a late-winter to 

spring peak, breeding ultimately reflects interactions between day length, temperature, rainfall and food availability, 

filtered through each species’ evolutionary history. Because rainfall is highly variable - especially inland - breeding timing 

is far less predictable than in the Northern Hemisphere. 

 

Most birds breed when food for adults and nestlings is most abundant. Establishing territories, courtship, egg production 

and rearing young require reliable resources, so birds respond to environmental cues rather than fixed dates. Across 

NSW, breeding strategies form a continuum from strongly seasonal to highly opportunistic. 

 

Eastern Forests and Woodlands — Predictable Seasonal Breeding 

Coastal and tableland habitats offer relatively reliable seasonal cues. Increasing day length, rising temperatures and 

predictable pulses of insects and flowering support a consistent late-winter to spring breeding pattern, found in a sharply 

defined August–December season at Moruya. Tableland studies show similar timing, though cooler conditions can delay 

breeding. 

 

Residents such as robins, thornbills, fairy-wrens and honeyeaters track seasonal increases in insects and flowering. 

Migrants including Rufous Whistlers, Rufous Fantails, White-throated Gerygones and Pacific Koels arrive in early spring 

to breed. Some species nest in winter, showing that seasonal cues provide a framework rather than strict control. 

 

Western Slopes — Transitional Environments 

Western slopes woodlands retain a seasonal pattern but show greater year-to-year variation. Rainfall strongly influences 

vegetation condition, insect abundance and breeding success. Habitat quality - especially mature trees and nesting sites - 

is critical.  

Black-browed 
Albatross 
Andrew 
Robinson 
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Atlas data confirms late-winter to spring breeding with local variation. Marchant (1974) noted Willie Wagtails breed slightly 

later in cooler southern tablelands than in semi-arid South Australia. 

 

Semi-arid and Arid Woodlands — Flexible Strategies 

Inland birds face highly unpredictable rainfall, long droughts and brief productivity pulses. Seasonal tendencies persist, 

but flexibility increases. Rainfall triggers vegetation growth, flowering, seed production and insect booms, enabling rapid 

breeding responses. 

 

Atlas records show most species still breed mainly in late winter–spring, but timing varies widely. Some species extend 

breeding when resources remain abundant; others skip breeding during drought to conserve adult survival. 

 

Smith & Smith (2023) found residents breed mostly in spring but in low numbers during drought. Nomadic species 

respond most directly to rainfall. Lack of breeding in a poor year may be an adaptive strategy rather than population 

failure. 

 

Continuum of Strategies Across NSW 

Breeding patterns shift gradually from predictable coastal environments to highly variable inland systems: 

 

Region Breeding Pattern Key Influences 

Eastern forests Predictable late winter–spring Day length, seasonal productivity 

Tablelands & western slopes Seasonal with local variation Temperature, rainfall, habitat condition 

Inland semi-arid/arid Flexible timing Rainfall, resource pulses 

Modified landscapes Natural + human influences Habitat structure, connectivity, water availability 

 

Breeding Behaviour Before Nesting 

Breeding begins well before eggs appear. Territorial singing, courtship, pair formation, nest-site inspection and nest 

building signal improving conditions. Feeding behaviour later confirms active nesting. These behaviours reflect birds 

responding to environmental cues, not simply the calendar. 

 

Exceptions and Diversity 

Some species breed outside the dominant spring pattern. Emus, Wedge-tailed Eagles, owls and some parrots breed in 

autumn or winter due to long cycles or reliance on tree hollows. Raptors may nest in mid-summer. Nectar-feeders 

respond to flowering events. Budgerigars, Chats and Zebra Finches may breed opportunistically whenever food is 

abundant. Welcome Swallows mostly breed July–November inland but sometimes nest in autumn.  

 

Human Influences 

European settlement has altered breeding environments through clearing, fragmentation, loss of mature trees, changed 

fire regimes and grazing pressure. Water regulation in the Murray–Darling Basin has modified natural flow patterns. 

Environmental flows can improve vegetation condition and food availability but cannot replace lost habitat complexity or 

nesting sites. 

 

Water alone does not create breeding opportunities; successful reproduction requires suitable vegetation, food, nesting 

habitat and enough time for young to develop. 

 

Beyond Spring 

Breeding strategies reflect environmental conditions, not dates. Coastal birds follow predictable seasonal rhythms; inland 

birds show increasing flexibility. These strategies allow populations to persist through droughts, resource pulses and 

long-term environmental change (Davies 1976). 

 

Understanding breeding requires interpreting behaviour - singing, displaying, nest building, feeding young - within its 

ecological context. The key question is not “when do birds breed?” but “what conditions allow birds to breed successfully 

and persist over time?” 


